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'  Thr  president’s  messaoe.  Bj'  the 
con?ti*.uUon  of  Ihe  United  Stnica,  it  is?  or¬ 
dained,  that  “  the  prcsidnl  shall  from  tim 
to  time,  pive  to  information  of  lJu 

tlnic  of  the  union,  and  recommend  to  th'ir 
eonsid.'rafion  such  nf'asures,  as  he  shall 
judi^r  nfccssary  and  erpedieuL"  Art.  ii. 
Bect.  3.  In  lAore  familiar  phraseology, 
he  “  stiATiL”  make  congress  acquainted 
Yith  the  exact  condition  of  tlie  nation's 
alTnirs;  and,  having  done  so,  shall  recom¬ 
mend  to  them  such  measures  as  he  thinks 
they  ought  to  pursue,  in  relation  thereto. 
JTow  well,  how  wisely,  how  faithfully  thi.-^ 
duty  has  been  performed  in  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  message,  it  is  jiroposed  now  to  ex¬ 
amine.  The  examination  may  be  tedi¬ 
ous;  but  this  man’s  presidency,  and  the 
•utferiugB  of  the  country,  are  so  intimate¬ 
ly,  so  inseparably  connected,  as  to  reinler 
it  a  sacred  duty  to  expose  nil  his  errors, 
if  it  were  |.ossilile. 

The  message  begins  by  informing  con¬ 
gress,  that  they  were  culled  together  thus 
early,  for  two  reasons. 

First.  “  As  well  that  any  inadcjtiary 
in  the  existing  jirovisions  for  Ihe  wants  of 
the  treasury  might  be  supjilied,  as,” 

Secondly.  “  That  no  delay  might  hap¬ 
pen  in  providing  for  the  result  of  the  ne- 
gociations  on  foot  with  Great-Britain, 
whether  it  should  require  arrangements 
adapted  to  a  return  of  peace,  or  further 
and  more  effective  pro\isions  for  prose¬ 
cuting  the  war.” 

These  then  are  the  “  high  and  weighty 
Inatters,”  which,  in  the  language  of  the 
last  proclainr.tion  but  one,  induced  him  to 


convene  the  congress;  and  being  so,  it 
seemed  almost  inevitable  that  he  should 
give  them  an  accurate  account  of  the  con- 
difion  of  our  financial  concerns.  The 
“  wants  of  the  treasury"  had  been  one  of 
(he  causes  of  this  early  call  of  congress; 
and  some  history,  concise,  if  it  had  ideas- 
eil  him  so  to  make  it,  hut  some  history  of  the 
affaii-s,  some  description  of  the  co.adition 
of  “  the  treasury ;”  its  most  prominent 
“  wants,”  and  the  causes  of  (hem,  and  the 
remedy  for  them,  it  was  certainly  not 
unreasonable  to  expect — for  it  is  his 
“  duty”  to  “  inform'’'  and  “  rccotmnmd." 
In  lime  of  war,  the  finances  are  of  pri¬ 
mary  concern.  They  have  been  called 
emphaticall}',  “  the  sinews  of  warJ"  The 
president  proceeds  upon  this  doctrine; 
declares  that  he  had  called  congress  to¬ 
gether  (early  as  the  day  fixed  by  law'  was.) 
“  still  sooner,”  onacooimt  of  the  “  wants 
of  the  treasuri/.”  Of  course  these  “  rvanis" 
were  extraorilinary,  because,  the  call  to 
provide  for  them  was  so.  If  to  give  a 
clear  view  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury', 
to  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  purse 
strings  of  the  nation,  be,  in  ordinary  times, 
a  dul}',  how  imp.-'riously  so  is  it,  in  our 
present  awful  condition.  And,  if  Mr. 
^resident,  had  been  merely  consistent 
with  himself,  a  foible,  by  the  hve,  which 
he  very  seldom  gives  into,  how  indispea- 
sible  was  it  to  do  so  when  he  had  con¬ 
vened  congress  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
upon  this  identical  m.".lter,  which  so  en¬ 
tirely  forbade  delay,  as  to  render  their 
convening  thus  early,  necessary. 

Mr.  President,  however,  instead  of 
proceeding  plainly  and  intelligibly  in 
(his  work,  leaves  us  in  doubt,  whether  the 
treasury  has  any  wants  at  all.  An  old 
fashioned  plain  dealing  honest  man  would 
have  said.  “  I  ivas  iaduceil  to  rail  you 
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ti>s5ether  slill  sooner,  becau^te  of  the  inade¬ 
quacy  of  the  existing  provisions.” — No; 
be  would  not  have  expressed  hinvself  in 
this  r«.>ant1  about  and  confused  jargon — he 
would  have  said,  “  because  the  taxes 
heretofore  laid  have  been  found  insuffi¬ 
cient,  and,  because  fifteen  million  of  the 
loan  of  25,000  authorized  at  your  last  ses¬ 
sion,  has  not  been  taken  up.”  He  would 
then  have  slated,  that  the  banks  had 
been  compelled  to  discontinue  payments 
in  specie,  by  which  means,  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  a  destruction  of  private  credit,  and 
an  alarming  deminution  of  the  circulating 
^medium.  That  in  this  awful  condition  of 
fniblic  and  private  cretlit,  the  greatest 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  the  public  bodies 
was  rrquiretl.  And  then,  taking  upon 
himself,  not  merely  responsibility,  but 
performing  his  stvern  constitutional  duty, 
he  would  have  proceeded  to  “  recommvtul 
to  ihdr  consideration,  such  measures  as  he 
judi'cd  ncc(ssary  and  expedient,'*  to  restore 
the  public  credit,  and  to  reinvigorate  the 
finances.  Mr.  Madison’s  pen,  is  not  so 
clumsy,  but  that  he  could  have  expressed 
these  plain  facts,  plainly  enough.  He  did 
not  lack  perspicuity,  when  he  told  Mr. 
John  Randolph  “  France  wants  money, 
and  must  have  it." 

Instead  of  pursuing  the  plain  matter  of 
fact  in  the  course  above  pointed  out;  in¬ 
stead  of  giving  a  little  information,  when 
there  was  so  much  to  be  given,  and  that 
of  so  awful  a  character,  what  has  Mr. 
President  done?  he  has  not  even  informed 
congress  that  the  treasury  did  want  mo¬ 
ney.  “  I  wets  induced  to  call  you  together, 
that  any  inadequacy  in  the  existing  provi¬ 
sions  for  the, wants  of  the  treasury,  might  be 
supplied."  If  Yoir,  gentlemen,  should  find 
any  inadequacy,  it  is  well  and  good;  I 
have  none  to  tell  you  of;  and,  if  finding 
any,  too  should  know  how  to  suiiply  it, 
it  is  still  belter:  for  my  part,  I  wash  ray 
hands  of  it.  Such  is  the  information,  such 
I  he  recommendation  w  hich  a  president — 
sTj’oni — aye— an  oath  in  heaven  !” 


to  give  to  congress,  has  ^ven,  upoh  a 
subject  of  vital  interest,  the  particulars 
nevertheless  “  familiar  as  his  garter,” 
to  him. 

Having  adverted  in  the  way  he  chose 
to  adopt,  to  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  it 
was  as  natural,  as  it  was  required  by  the 
rules  both  of  good  reasoning  anil  good 
writing,  to  ilispose  of  that  topic,  and  all 
its  incidents,  first.  But  instead  ol  that, 
Mr.  President,  most  unceremoniously 
abandons  the  first  heuil  of  his  discourse, 
and  takes  up  the  last.  The  reason  is  ob¬ 
vious  enough.  He  hates  to  talk  of  the 
money  concerns  of  the  country,  ns  de¬ 
cidedly  as  a  dug  in  the  hydro|>huhia  hates 
the  sight  of  water — and  well  he  may. 
The  man  whose  system  (if  system  it  may 
he  called,)  of  government  has  ruined 
almost  all  the  men  who  formerly  had 
money,  luid  wliosc  plan  of  fuuance  has 
prostrated  the  national  credit ;  well  may 
that  guilty  man  writhe  in  convulsions, 
when  lie  touches  the  chord  on  which 
hang  all  our  sorrotvs." 

After  w  andering  aw  ay  and  about,  after 
capering  through  fifteen  (laragraplis,  and 
telling  congress  twenty  thousand  things, 
of  no  sort  of  consequence,  ns  we  shall  see 
in  due  time,  to  be  told  to  them,  or  any 
body  else,  he  returns,  for  return  he  must, 
to  this  same  subject  of  money,  hi  the 
seventeenth  paragraph;  and  a  precious 
paragra|)h  it  is: 

“  The  moneys  received  into  the  treasu 
ry  during  the  nine  months  ending  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  June  last,  amounted 
to  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars,  of  which 
near  eleven  millions  were  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  revenue,  and  the  remainder  de¬ 
rived  from  loans.  The  disbursements  for 
public  expenditures  during  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  exceeded  thirty-four  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  and  left  in  the  treasury,  on  the  first 
day  of  July,  near  five  millions  of  dollars. 
The  demands  during  the  remainder  of  th* 
(iresent  year,  already  authorized  by  con¬ 
gress,  and  the  expenses  incident  to  a* 
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^5rten^ion  of  the  operations  of  the  war, 
will  reader  it  necessary  that  large  sums 
should  be  provided  to  meet  them.” 

*  Have  you  perused  it,  reader  ?  then  to 
gratify  me,  vvito  labour  so  much  to  gratify 
you,  peruse  it  again.  Thank  you,  sir. 
An»l  is  not  this  “  infai'malionT”  joyful  in¬ 
formation?  before  we  read  {\minformalion, 
we  thought  there  was  an  “  inadequacy”  in 
the  treasury.  Hut,  Lord,  there  is  no  such 
thuig. 

On  the  first  of  July,  there  rem-ained 
in  the  treasury,  near  five  mlUions  of  dol- 
lara!  then  congress  will  not  have  to 
provide* for  “  any  inadequacy?”  for  why 
is  the  circumstance  of  this  balance  re¬ 
maining  in  the  treasury,  mentioned,  to 
what  end — but  to  show  that  our  fiscal 
concerns  are  in  a  prosperous  way?  what 
can  it  signify,  to  fell  us  what  ivas  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  of  July,  if  there  be 
nothing  in  it  now? 

Mr.  President  having  shown  how  much 
money  he  had  in  hand  onct,  procee<ls  to 
inform  congress,  in  the  very  next  sen¬ 
tence,  that  “  the  demands  during  the  rc- 
maindcr  of  the  year  will  render  it  ne¬ 
cessary  that  large  sums  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  to  meet  them.”  Logically,  it  is  a 
strange,  a  most  “  lame  and  imi)otent  con¬ 
clusion.”  Jn  July  1  had  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  therefore  in  September,  the 
demands  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
will  render  large  sums  necessary  !  Now, 
it  will  strike  every  fair  and  honest  man 
that  Mr.  President  would  have  told  a  much 
plainer  and  straighter  story,  if  instead 
of  boasting  about  treasures  already  and 
entirely  exhausted,  he  had  said,  there  have 
been  paid  into  the  treasury  so  many  mil¬ 
lions;  there  has  been  paid  out  of  it  all  we 
bad ;  and  a  great  deal  more  is  wanted  to 
carry  on  our  operations,  not  only  during 
the  year,  but  during  the  war.  But  the 
want  of  logic  is  not  the  worst  feature  here. 
The  equivocal  turn  of  expression  adopted, 
would  lead  most  readers  to  suppose  that 
every  expense  had  been  paid  off,  that  was 


incurred  before  July  last.  And  yet,  al¬ 
though  he  seems  to  say  that,  in  fact  he 
does  not  say  it;  although  he  produces  the 
impression,  the  wizard  only  pollers  tv  ik 
us  in  a  double  smseP  The  “  demands'^  du¬ 
ring  the  remainder  of  the  year,”  are  a 
very  different  thing  from  the  expenses  du¬ 
ring  the  remainder  of  it.  The  truth  is, 
(hut  ill  July,  ami  long  before,  there  were 
deniands  agaiust  goverument  for  millions 
and  millions  of  dollars,  not  only  unpaid, 
but  the  very  accounts,  according  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Armstrong,  “  unlooiccd  at."  Tlieso 
things  are  pitiful ;  they  would  disgrace  the 
meanest  accountant.  But  when  the  chief 
magistrate  can  stoop  to  an  artifice  so  con¬ 
temptible,  can  employ  his  talents  ia 
weaving  so  thin  a  veil  as  this,  in  the  hope 
to  cover  the  nakedness  of  the  treasury 
with  it ;  when  in  deception  and  quibbling 
and  equivocation  consist  the  financial 
ability  of  an  executive,  that  must  either 
carry  us  through  the  tempests  of  war,  or 
leave  us  to  sink  under  them,  liow’  can  his 
suLj/^cts  hope  for  ultimate  security  and  re¬ 
pose  ?  It  is  no  wonder,  that  under  such 
management,  our  pecuniary  affairs  dare 
not  be  s|)oken  of  and  described  truly  and 
jilainly  as  they  are.  And  most  clearly, 
they  are  not  described  as  Uiey  are.  In¬ 
deed  they  are  not  described  at  all.  Does 
(his  message  enable  congress  to  under¬ 
stand  the  state  of  the  treasury  a  whit  bet¬ 
ter  than  if  the  pangraph,  last  (]Uoted,  had 
been  entirely  omiltcd  ?  How  much  there 
was  in  it,  in  July,  b  made  out  accurately 
enough.  But  to  prove  that  large  sums  are 
now  necessary,  no  diUa  whatever  are 
given.  Congress  have  nothing  but  the 
president's  mere  say  so.  The  assertion  of 
the  necessity  is  made,  but  no  information 
is  given  to  prove  it  true.  How  he  came  by 
the  money  he  had  in  July,  is  satisfactorily 
made  out,  but  why  he  is  entitled  to  the 
large  sums  he  wants,  b  not  attemi»ted  to 
be  told.  When  in  the  assertion  that  Mr. 
President  “  wants  money  and  must  have 
it,”  shall  consist  the  information  which  b 
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to  cfovern  conoross  in  granting  supplien, 
the  |>eopJe  will  have  the  comfort  of  shovel- 
lii)!;  out  their  itollnrs,  without  any  of  the 
trouble  of  knowing  why,  or  wherefore; 
iiiul  what  ia  atill  belter,  without  the  vexa* 
tion  of  knowing  what  becomes  of  it. 

Having  given  his  information  concern¬ 
ing  our  tinuiicial  atfaire,  ^^r.  Presi«lent 
jtroceeds  :  “  from  this  view  of  the  nation¬ 
al  alTairs,  congreaa  will  he  urged  to  lake 
up,  without  delay,  as  well  the  subject  of 
pecuniary  supplies,  as  that  of  militarj' 
force,  and  on  a  scale  commensurate  with 
the  extent  and  the  character  which  the 
■war  ha?  assumed.  It  is  not  to  be  disguis¬ 
ed,  tliat  the  situation  of  our  country  calls 
for  its  greatest  etforts.” 

And  now  let  us  see  how,  in  relation  to 
the  finances,  Mr.  President  hasobeyed  the 
constitution  and  his  oath,  which  enjoin  it 
on  him  to  give  congress  inform/Uion,  an<l 
having  done  so,  to  follow  it  up  with  recoin- 
imndaiions  oi  proper  measures* 

The  inforiiuUion  is,  that  on  the  first  day 
of  July  he  had  five  millions,  that  in  Se|v 
teml>er  he  wants  more,  a  great  deal  more, 
“  larse  sums."  How  much  ?  that  is  not 
•aid  large  sttms."  And  if  congress  can 
tell  how  much  large  sums  is,  it  is  verj 
■well.  He  will  not  endanger  his  popula¬ 
rity  by  telling. 

This  very  important  informaiion,  being 
communicated  with  all  due  and  becoming 
gravity,  Mr.  President  next  proceeds  to 
enlighten  the  congress,  by  rfcomincndin'j- 
such  measures,  are  necessary  and  expedi¬ 
ent  on  the  occasion.  And  w  hat  are  these 
to  be  ?  Something  no  doubt  the  reader 
anticipates,  which  shall  restore  the  trea¬ 
sury  from  its  present  bankruptcy ;  some¬ 
thing  which  shall  revive  the  public  credit, 
and  cause  ittofiourishin  unfndinghloom ! 

Let  us  see,  exclaims  the  reader,  the 
process  by  which  this  desirable  event  is 
to  be  secured.  Let  us  see  it,  tliut  we  may 
praise  and  bless  our  most  sapient  president 
for  rescuing  us  from  ruin.  Alas,  gentle¬ 
men  !  your  dinner  is  before  you.  All 


that  he  recommends  to  congress,  is,  “  to- 

TAKE  tP  WITUOtJT  DEI. AY,  THE  SVBJECT 
OF  PECi'Ni  ART  supplies  !” 

The  informalion  is,  that  he  wants  mo¬ 
ney,  “  large  sums."  Congress  is  to  guess 
how  mttch. 

Tlie  recommendation  is,  that  they  'Uakt 
up  Ihf  subject"  but  what  they  are  to  do 
w  ith  it,  they  must  contrive  for  theimelvcs, 
Mr.  President  has  done  his  duty,  Ihtif 
must  do  theirs.  ■* 

Anecdote. — “  I  can't  understand  ^'saiJ 
a  blacksmith  the  otlier  tlay)  h<#'.v  tho?e 
who  are  in  favour  of  the  war,  can  l»e  ii; 
favour  of  Madison."  Why  not,  said  the 
contractor  ?  “  Because,  replied  the  other,. 

1  should  us  soon  think  of  sending  you  to 
a  linker  to  get  your  ht.'se  shod." 

Another. — This  war  has  already 
I  cost  so  much  money,  said  an  old  gentle¬ 
man,  who  does  not  very  much  love  to  pay 
taxes,  I  wonder  h(*w  much  it  will  cost  by 
the  time  it  is  done  V'  If  a  pound  of  cJucst 
(said  a  droll  Hibernian)  cost  four  pence, 
what  will  a  cart  load  of  turnips  come  to 
at  thatYate  ?  Auswermc  this,  and  I’ll  uu> 
swer  you  that. 

What  •would  you  advise  me  to  do  f 
fsaid  a  gentleman  to  his  friend  :)  1  have 
had  rny  nose  pulled — w  hat  would  you  ad¬ 
vise  me  to  do  ?  I  should  advise  }  Oii  to 
have  it  soap'd,  replied  Ids  frieml.  “  Al¬ 
ston,  (said  John  Randolph,  one  day)  I’ve 
a  great  mind  to  cane  you  ;  and  I  believe 
I  will.”  And  so  Willis  Alston  was  caned. 
But  it  cost  Mr.  Randolph  twenty  dollais; 
for  the  court  fined  him  in  that  sum — and 
he  was  obliged  to  pay  it  ton,  that  it  might 
be  a  warning  to  him  not  to  cane  gcatle- 
men  so  unceremoneously  again.  I  should 
not  be  surprised,  if  Mr.  Hanson,  seeing  that 
he  sinned  with  his  cijcs  open,  should  be 
oldiged  to  pay  twice  as  much.  “  The 
Nose  have  it,”  Mr.  Alston. 
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of  a  leittrfrnm  Mcj.  Cm.  f^Uh,  to  4he 
tcretarif  if  War,  dated  Jhad-Quurters, 
Haltimorc,  Sfipteraber  19,  1814. 

Sir — In  i.omplianop  H'itli  th%  prtimisc  ron> 
lAinctl  in  iny  letter  ol‘  the  1.5th  iust.  i  Itave 
vow  the  honour  of  stating,  that  the  enemy 
landed  between  7  and  HtMlO  men  on  Moiimy, 
the  12th  inst.  at  North  I'oint,  luurteoH  enilcA 
ili«lant  t'roin  this  town.  AntieiiMting  this  do 
harkation,  General  Strieker  had  been  detach¬ 
ed  on  Sunday  evenin'4  with  a  portion  of  his 
brigade  on  the  North  I'oint  road.  Major 
Xaiidal,  of  the  Raltimore  county  militia,  ha¬ 
ving  under  hi.s  command  a  light  corps  of  ri¬ 
flemen  and  innsqnetry,  tuken  from  General 
ijtanshnry’s  brigade,  and  the  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  was  iletached  to  the  month  of  Btjar 
Creek,  with  orders  to  co-operate  »vith  Gwie- 
ral  Strieker,  and  to  check  any  landing  which 
the  enemy  might  attempt  in  that  quarter. 
On  Monday,  Brigadier  General  Strieker  took 
agood  position  at  the  two  roads  leading  from 
this  place  to  North  Point,  having  his  right 
ll*nked  by  Bear  Creek,  and  his  left  by  a  mai  sh. 
He  here  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
having  sent  on  an  advanced  corps,  under  the 
fominand  of  .Vlajor  Heath,  of  the  5th  regiment. 
This  advance  was  met  hy  that  of  the  enemy. 

I  and  after  .some  shirmishing  it  returned  to  the 

I  line,  the  main  liody  of  the  enemy  being  at  a 
abort  distance  in  tite  rear  of  their  advance. 
Between  two  and  tlireo  o’eloek,  the  enemy’s 
wimle  forre  came  np  and  commenced  the 
battle  by  some  discharges  of  rockets,  wlrieh 
were  succeeded  hy  the  caimon'frnm  iHith  sides, 
and  soon  alter  the  action  became  general  a- 
Inng  the  line,  (ieneral  .Strieker  gallantly 
niaiiilainrd  his  ground  against  a  great  siipcriori- 
tj  of  numliers  dm  ing  the  space  of  an  hour  and 
twenty  niiiiules,  wlien  the  regiment  on  his 
left  (the  5lst)  giving  way,  he  was  under  the 
lecessily  of  retiring  to  the  ground  in  his  rear, 
where  be  h.id  stationed  one  regiment  as  a  re- 
Krve.  He  here  tbrmed  his  brigade  ;  hnt  the 
enemy  not  thinking  it  advisable  to  pursue,  he 
in  eompliance  with  previous  arrangements, 
fell  back  and  took  post  on  the  left  of  my  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  a  half  mile  ki  advance  of 
them.  In  this  affair  the  citizen  soldiers  of 
Baltimore,  with  the  exception  of  the  51st  re¬ 
giment,  have  maintained  the  reputation  they 
so  ileservedly  acquired  at  Bladeiisburg,  and 
their  brave  and  skilful  leader  has  confirmed  ' 
the  confidence  which  we  had  all  so  justly  pla- 
rrd  in  him.  I  take  the  liberty  of  reii  ring  yon 
to  his  letter  for  the  more  particular  mention 
of  the  individuals  who,  neiv  to  wari'are,  have 
shown  the  coolness  and  valour  of  veterans  ; 
and  who,  by  their  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
kiive  given  their  country  and  their  city  an  as¬ 
surance  of  what  may  be  expected  from  them 
when  Oieir  services  are  again  required.  I 
dismiss  the  subject  without  cxfiressing 
Ike  heartfelt  satisfaction  I  ex|H;rienrn  in  thus 
•searing  testimony  to  the  courage  and  good 
oi‘  ujy  fellnw-towiisujeu.  Alioiit  the 
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time  Gen.  Stiieker  had  taken  the  groimd  just 
mentioned,  lie  was  joined  by  Brig.  Gen.  Win¬ 
der,  who  bad  been  stationed  on  the  west  side 
of  the  city,  but  was  imiw  ordered  to  march  with 
Gen.  Douglass’s  brigaile of  Virginia  militia,  and 
the  United  States’  dragooB-s  under  Capt.  Bird, 
ami  take  post  oh  the  left  of  Gen.  Strieker. 
Ihiriug  these  inovemeuts,  the  brigades  of 
Gens.  Stansliury  and  Poremao,  the  seamen  and 
marines  under  Com.  Hodgers,  the  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  volunteers  under  Cols.  Cohean  and  Kind- 
ley,  the  Baltimore  artillery  miderCapt.  stiles, 
manned  the  trenches  and  the  batteries — all 
prepareil  to  receive  the  enemy.  We  remain¬ 
ed  iu  this  situation  during  the  tiight. 

On  Tuesday  the  eiiejny  appeared  in  front 
of  my  (;utrc>nehineirts  at  the  distance  of  two 
miles,  on  the  Pliiladelphia  road,  from  whence 
he  had  a  full  view  of  our  position.  He  ma- 
iKenvred  during  the  inomkig  towards  oiir  left, 
as  if  witli  the  intention  of  making  a  eireiiitous 
march  and  coming  down  on  the  Harford  or 
York  roads.  Gens.  Winder  and  Strieker  were 
ordered  to  adapt  their  movements  to  those  of 
the  enemy  so  as  to  bafilc  this  supposed  iutcii- 
lion.  They  executed  this  order  with  great 
skill  and  judgment  by  taking  an  advantageous 
position,  stretching  from  niy  left  across  tlm 
country,  when  the  enemy  was  likely  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  quarter  he  seemed  to  threaten. 
This  movenient  indnceil  the  enemy  to  con¬ 
centrate  Iris  forces  (between  one  and  two 
o’clock)  in  my  front,  pushing  his  advance  to 
within  a  mile  of  us,  driving  in  oiir  videttes  and 
shewing  an  intention  of  attacking  iis  that  eve¬ 
ning.  1  immediately  drew  Gens,  Winder  and 
Strieker  nearer  to  the  left  of  my  entrench¬ 
ments,  and  to  the  right  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
intention  of  their  falling  on  his  right  or  rear 
should  he  attack  me  ;  or.  if  he  declined  it,  of 
attacking  iiini  in  the  morning.  To  this  iihivo- 
ment,  and  to  the  strength  of  my  defences, 
which  the  enemy  had  the  fairest  opportunity 
of  observing,  1  am  indiiced  to  attribute  his  re¬ 
treat.  which  was  oommenced  at  half  past  ono 
o’clock  on  Wednesday  morning.  In  this  he 
was  so  favouTf'd  by  the  extreme  darkness  and 
a  eovitinued  rahi,  that  we  did  not  discover  it 
until  day-light.  I  consented  to  Gen.  Winder’s 
pursuing  with  the  Virginia  brigade  and  the 
IJ'iuted  S>tatcs’  dragoons  ;  at  the  same  time 
.Maj.  Handal  was  dispatched  with  his  light 
corps  in  parsuit  of  the  enemy’s  right,  wiiil.-t 
the  wliole  of  the  militia  cavalry  was  put  in 
motion  for  the  same  ohjert.  All  the  troops 
were,  however,  so  worn  out  with  continued 
watching,  and  with  being  under  arms  during 
three  days  and  nights,  e.xposed  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  to  very  inelem.'iit  weather, 
that  it  was  found  impraeticable  to  do  any 
tiling  more  than  piiA  np  a  few  stragglers. 
The  enemy  oommenecd  his  embarkation  that 
evening,  and  completed  it  the  next  day  at  one 
o’clock.  It  would  have  been  impossible,  even 
had  our  troops  heeii  in  a  condition  to  art  of¬ 
fensively,  to  have  cut  off  any  part  of  the  cue- 
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my’B  rear  piaril  duriug  Uie  embarkation,  as 
the  point  wlierc  it  was  elR-eted  was  det'oiidcd 
from  our  approach  by  a  line  of  defences  ex- 
tenrlin^  from  lijick  River  to  Humphrey’s  creek 
on  tiio  i  atapsco,  thrown  up  by  ourselves  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  arrival. 

i  have  now  the  pleasure  of  railing;  your  at¬ 
tention  to  the  brave  commander  of  Fort 
M’Henry,  Major  Armstead,  and  to  the  opera¬ 
tions  eonhned  to  that  quarter  The  enemy 
made  his  approach  by  water  at  the  same  time 
that  his  army  was  advanrini;  on  the  land,  and 
conimcnced  a  discharge  of  bombs  and  rockets 
at  the  fort  as  soon  as  be  got  within  range  of  it. 
The  situation  of  Major  Armstead  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  trying — the  enemy  having  taken  a  po¬ 
sition  at  such  a  distance  as  to  render  otiensivc 
operations  on  the  part  of  the  fort  entirely 
fruitless,  whilst  their  bombs  and  rockets  were 
every  moment  falling  in  and  about  it— the 
officers  and  men  brfmg  at  the  same  time  »  n- 
lirely  cx|Hised.  The  vessels,  however,  had 
the  temerity  to  approach  nearer — they  were 
as  soon  compelled  to  withdraw.  During  the 
night,  whilst  the  enemy  on  land  was  retreat¬ 
ing,  and  whilst  the  humbanlment  was  the 
most  severe,  two  or  three  roclfct  vessels  and 
barges  succeeded  in  getting  up  the  Ferry 
Branch ;  but  they  were  soon  compelled  to  re¬ 
tire,  hy  the  forts  in  that  quarter,  commanded 
by  I  .ientenant  Newcomb,  of  the  navy,  and 
Lieutenaiit  Wchster  of  the  flotilla.  These 
forts  also  destroyed  one  of  the  barges  with  all 
on  Ixrard.  The  barges  and  battery  at  the 
Lazaretto,  under  the  command  of  l.iciit.  Rut¬ 
ter,  of  the  flotilla,  kept  up  a  brisk,  and  it  is 
believed,  a  successful  tire  during  the  hottest 
period  of  the  bombardment.  Major  Armstead 
being  seriously  ill  in  consequence  of  bis  con- 
tinuea  exposure  to  the  weather,  has  rendered 
it  impossible  lor  him  to  send  in  his  rcjiort. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  in  my  power  to  do  Justice 
to  those  gallant  individuals,  who  partook  with 
bim  the  danger  of  a  tremendous  bombardment, 
vithout  the  ability  of  retorting  and  witliniit 
that  security,  w  inch  in  more  regular  fortifica¬ 
tions,  is  provided  for  such  occasions.  Our  loss 
in  the  fort,  is,  I  nnderstaud,  about  27  killed 
and  wounded  ;  amongst  the  former  I  have  to 
lament  the  fall  of  Lieutenants  Claggett  and 
Clemm,  who  were  Imth  estimable  citizens  and 
useful  officers. 

From  General  Strieker’s  bi  igade,  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  killed.aud  wounded  has  not  yet 
come  in.  Is  is  supposed,  however,  to  amount 
to  about  IM;  among  the  former,  this  city 
has  to  regret  the  loss  of  its  representative  in 
the  state  legislature,  James  Lowry  Donald¬ 
son,  Esq.  Adjutant  of  the  27th  regiment. 
This  gentleman  will  ever  be  rcniemhereii  by 
his  constituents  for  bis  zeal  and  talents,  and 
by  his  corps  for  his  bravery  aud  military 
knowledge. 

I  caniKit  conclude  this  report  without  in¬ 
forming  you  of  the  great  aid  I  have  derived 
I'rpm  Coutoiodore  Rodgers.  lie  was  ever  pre¬ 


sent  and  ready  to  afford  bis  useful  toiiasel, 
and  to  render  his  iiiqiortant  services.  His 
presence,  with  that  of  his  gallant  officers  and 
seamen,  gave  gontidence  to  every  one. 

The  enemy’s  loss  iu  his  attempt  on  Balti¬ 
more,  ainoiiiits,  as  near  as  we  can  ascertain 
it,  to  between  six  and  seven  hundred  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.  General  Ross  was 
certainly  killed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  yourobt.  servant.  b.  SMITH. 

jV/uj.  (Jen.  Conti. 

Col.  James  Moxroe, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brig.  (Igneral  Strieker, 
to  Maj.  General  Smith,  dated 
Head  Qi  arters,  3d  brioadc, 

Baltimore,  September  15. 18U. 
Major  General  S,  Smith, 

Sir — I  have  the  hunoiir  to  report  to  you, 
that,  ill  oliedience  to  your  orders,  1  marched 
from  Baltimore  on  Sunday  Hie  tlth  inst.  wilh 
part  of  my  hi  igailc,  as  the  advaiR’ed  I’oips  of 
the  army  iiiider  your  roinmand.  iHy  force 
cuiisisted  of  biiO  of  the  .'itli  regiment,  under 
Lieutenant  (  ol.inel  Sterret ;  620  of  tlie  6th, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  M’Donald;  500  of 
the  27th,  under  IJeiiteiiant  Colonel  lamg ;  bW 
of  ibe  oifth  mnier  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fowlert 
7(X)  of  the  .Olst  under  l.ient.  Colonel  Amoy; 
1.50  riflemen  uiuk  r  Captain  Dyrr;  140  eaval- 
ry  under  Lieut.  Col.  Biays,  and  the  I’nion  Ar¬ 
tillery  of  75  int:n,  wilh  6  four  pounders,  under 
Captain  Montgomery,  making  an  aggregate  of 
3165  effective  men.  1  moved  towards  North 
Point  by  the  main  road  and  at  8  o’clock  i’.  M. 
reached  the  meeting  house,  near  the  head  of 
Bear  Creek,  seven  miles  from  this  city.  Here 
the  brigarlc  halted,  with  the  exception  of 
llic  cavalry,  who  were  pushed  fonvard  to  Cor- 
siich’s  farm,  three  miles  in  advance,  and  the  I 
riflemen,  who  took  post  near  the  blacksmith's 
shop,  two  miles  in  arlvaiice  ofoureneampnicnt. 
At  seven  o’cloek  on  the  morning  of  the  12th, 

1  received  information  from  the  advanced  vi- 
dettes  that  the  enemy  were  debarking  troop*, 
from  and  uii.ier  cover  of  their  gun  vesels  wliirh 
lay  off  the  bliilf  of  North  Point  within  the 
mouth  of  Patapsco  river.  I  iniincdiately  or¬ 
dered  back  iny  baggage  imder  a  strong  guard, 
moved  forward  tiie  5th  and  27tli  regiments  and 
my  artillery  to  the  bead  of  I.oiig-log-lane,  (so 
call<;d.)  resting  the  5tli  with  its  right  on  the 
head  of  a  branch  of  Bear  Creek,  and  its  left  on 
the  main  North  Point  road,  while  the  27th  was 
posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  in  line 
with  the  .5th,  its  left  extending  towards  n 
branch  of  Bar'k  River.  The  artillery  I  posted 
directly  at  the  head  of  the  lane  in  the  inter¬ 
val  between  the  6tli  and  27th.  The  29th  oc¬ 
cupied  a  ground  360  yards  in  the  rear  of  the 
27th.  and  the  51st  the  same  distnnee  in  rear 
of  the  5tli,  extending  each  parralled  to  the 
front  liuo.  The  Otb  regiment  was  thrown  back 
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to  a  po&ltiun  a  short  distance  this  side  of  Cook’s 
tavern,  and  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  se- 
eoiul  line.  My  orders  were,  ttiet  the  .'ith  and 
27th  should  receive  the  enemy,  and  if  neces¬ 
sary,  fall  back  through  tho  51st  and  39tli,  and 
form  on  the  right  of  the  6lh  for  reserve  regi¬ 
ments.  The  riUeiueu  were  ordered  to  the  skirts 
of  a  thick  low  pine  wood  beyond  the  black¬ 
smith’s  sliop,  with  a  large  sedgefield  in  front, 
that  as  the  ravalry  were  still  in  advance,  who 
would  inform  of  the  enemy’s  approach,  they 
might  take  advantage  of  the  covering  of  the 
wood  and  annoy  bis  advance.  I  soon  learned 
that  the  enemy’s  advance  party  was  moving 
rapidly  up  the  main  road,  and  as  the  cavalry 
continually  announced  their  progress,  I  flatter¬ 
ed  myself  with  the  hope  that  the  riflemen 
would  soon  proclaim,  by  availing  fire,  their  still 
nearer  approach.  Imagine  my  cliagrin,  when 
1  perceived  the  whole  rifle  corps  falling  b;u;k 
u|)uu  my  main  position,  having  too  credulous¬ 
ly  listened  to  groundless  inlbrmation  that  the 
enemy  were  landing  on  Back  River  to  cut  them 
ofl’.  My  hopes  of  early  annoyance  to  the  ene¬ 
my  being  thus  frustrated,  1  threw  the  rifle- 
incn  on  the  right  flank  of  my  front  line,  there¬ 
by,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  ravalry,  very 
well  securing  that  flank.  My  videttes  soon 
brought  intonnation,  that  the  enemy  in  small 
force  was  enjoying  himself  at  Gorsuch’s  farm. 
Insulted  at  the  idea  of  a  small  marauding  par¬ 
ty  thus  daringly  piovukiiig  chastisement,  se¬ 
veral  of  my  odicers  volunteered  their  corps  to 
dislodge  it.  Captains  I,evcring’s  and  Ilowani's 
companies  from  the  5ih,  alioiit  1,’iUiii  nuinher, 
under  .Major  Heath  of  that  regiment ;  Lnptain 
Aisquith’s  and  a  few  other  riflemen,  in  all 
about  7U ;  one  four  pounder  with  10  men  un¬ 
der  Lieutenant  Stiles,  and  the  cavalry,  were 
immediately  pushed  forward  to  punish  the  in¬ 
solence  of  the  enemy’s  atlvancc,  or,  if  his  main 
body  appeared,  to  give  evidence  of  my  wish 
for  a  general  engagement.  I'lie  latter  pur¬ 
pose  was  soon  unsvveied  ;  this  small  volunteer 
corps  had  proceeded  scarcely  half  a  mile  be¬ 
fore  the  main  body  of  tlie  enemy  showed  it¬ 
self,  which  was  immediately  attacked.  The 
infantry  and  rifliunen  maintained  a  fire  of  some 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  the  cavalry  and  ar¬ 
tillery  owing  to  the  disadvantageous  ground, 
not  being  able  to  support  them.  In  this  skir¬ 
mish  Major  Heath’s  horse  was  killed  under 
him.  At  half  past  two  o’clock  the  enemy  com¬ 
menced  throwing  rockets  across  my  lett  flanks, 
which  seemed  harmless,  and  had  no  other  ef¬ 
fect  than  to  prepare  my  line  for  the  sound  of 
the  artillery,  which  soon  commeuced  hy  ns  on 
the  enemy’s  right  cohiiuii  then  pushing  across 
towards  iny  left,  and  returned  by  their  six 
pounders  and  a  howitzer  uimui  my  left  and  cen¬ 
tre.  The  cannonading  was  brisk  tor  some  mi¬ 
nutes,  when  I  ordered  my  lire  to  cease  until  the 
enemy  should  get  within  close  range  of  canis¬ 
ter.  Seeing  that  my  left  flank  was  the  main 
object  of  the  enemy,  I  brought  up  the  .39th  in- 
teliue  ou  the  left  of  the  27  th  and  detached  two 


pieces  of  artillery  to  the  left  of  the  .39th  :  still 
more  securely  to  protect  my  left  flank.  Colo¬ 
nel  Amey  of  the  51st  was  ordered  to  form  his 
regiment  at  right  angles  with  my  line,  resting 
bis  right  near  the  left  of  the  30tli.  This  or¬ 
der  being  badly  executed,  created  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  some  eonflision  in  titat  quarter,  but  was 
soon  rectified  by  tiie  efibrts  of  my  aid-de-camp 
and  brigade  majors,  who  corrected  the  error 
of  Colonel  Amey,  and  posted  tbe  51st  in  its 
ordered  position.  The  enemy’s  right  column 
displayed  and  advanced  upon  the  39th  and 
27th.  The  51st  unmindful  of  my  object  to 
use  its  fire  in  protection  of  my  left  flank  in 
case  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  turn  it, 
totally  forgctfol  of  the  honour  of  the  brigade, 
and  regardle->s  of  its  own  reputaliun,  deliver¬ 
ed  one  random  Arc  and  retreated  precipitately, 
and  in  such  confusion,  as  to  render  every  eflfort 
of  mine  to  rally  them  iaeflective.  Some  dis¬ 
order  was  occasioned  in  the  second  battalion 
of  the  39th,  by  the  flight  of  the  51st,  and  a  few 
gave  way.  Tlie  fire  now  iiccaine  general  from 
left  to  right ;  my  artillery  in  the  centre  pour¬ 
ed  firth  an  iucesseiit  volley  of  canister  upon 
the  enemy’s  left  column,  who  were  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  gain  the  cover  of  a  small  log  house  ahoiit 
5b  yards  in  front  of  the  5th  ;  whicli,  however, 
caution  had  been  taken  to  Are,  so  soon  as  Cap¬ 
tain  Saddler’s  yagers  of  the  5tli  (who  were  ori¬ 
ginally  posted  therein)  should  be  com|>elled  to 
leave  it.  The  enemy’s  line  advanced  about 
ten  minutes  before  three  o’clocii,  with  a  se¬ 
vere  Are,  whicli  was  well  returned  by  the  artil¬ 
lery,  the  whole  27tli,  the  Altli,  except  the 
three  companies  of  Captains  Levering,  How- 
>'*.rd,  and  Saddler,  which  were  too  much  ex¬ 
hausted  by  the  advanced  skirmish  of  the  two 
former— and  the  ordered  retreat  of  the  latter, 
to  resume  their  positions  in  line;  and  fioin 
tiic  Arst  battalion  of  the  39tli,  who  maintain¬ 
ed  its  gitiund  in  despite  of  the  disgraceful  ex¬ 
ample  .set  by  the  intended  supjiort  on  the  left. 
The  Are  was  iiicissaiit  till  about  15  minutes 
before  4  o’clock,  when  Andiiig  that  my  line 
now  1400  strong,  was  insulllcient  to  witlistand 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  my 
left  dank  being  ex{iosed  by  the  desertion  of  the 
51st,  1  was  constrained  to  order  a  movement 
hack  to  the  reserve  regiment,  under  Colonel 
-'VI'Doii.ild,  wliicdi  was  well  posted  to  receive 
the  relircd  line  which  mostly  rallied  well.  On 
forming  with  the  Gtli,  the  fatigued  state  of  the 
regiments  and  corps  which  had  retired,  and 
the  probabillity  that  my  riglit  flank  might  be 
turned  by  a  quick  movement  of  the  enemy  in 
that  direction,  induced  me,  after  proper  deli- 
beration,  to  fall  hack  to  Worthington's  mill ; 
which  I  was  the  more  pcrsii.-ulcd  to,  by  my  de¬ 
sire  to  have  the  6th  regiment  (whose  officers 
and  men  were  eager  to  share  the  dangers  of 
their  brother  soldiers)  perfect  iuid  in  good  or¬ 
der  to  receive  the  enemy  on  Ids  nearer  ap- 
proa(;li  to  the  city.  All  retired  as  I  could  wish, 
and  were  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  might 
require,  in  tliis  situation  you  found  the  bri- 
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gailc  oil  IliP  mfiriiin^  of  llic  Mth,  somewhat 
tati^ued,  Imt  with  increased  confidence  inonr- 
sc  I  res,  and  renew  iiifc  oiir  preperation  for  the 
aniioyanee  of  the  enemy  alone,  if  deemed  pro¬ 
per,  or  in  conjiinrtion  with  any  other  force. 

1  have  lliuueht  it  due  to  the  merits  of  my 
In  iijade.  to  detail  thus  fully  their  whole  inove- 
inent.  and  I  feel  a  priile  in  the  iH'lief  that  the 
Glaiui  made  on  Monday,  in  no  small  de;;u3e, 
tended  to  check  the  temerity  of  a  ibe,  daring 
to  invade  a  country  like  ours,  and  designing 
tlic  destruction  of  our  city,  in  whose  defence 
some  of  the  l»cst  hlood  in  the  country  has  al¬ 
ready  b«,en  spilt,  and  Ibr  whose  safety  and  pro¬ 
tection.  the  citzen  soldiers  of  the  3tl  brigade, 
ar.  ready  to  suffer  every  privation,  and  meet 
t’very  danger.  Should  re  port  Ir*  trae,  (and  I 
doubt  not  the  fact)  that  the  enemy's  eomninnd- 
ing  officer,  Major  General  li'iss,  was  killed  in 
this  action,  and  that  the  enemy  suffered  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  his  superior  numbers,  1  shall  feci 
still  more  the  valuable  consequences  of  our 
light. 

The  conduct  of  many  of  my  company  officers 
and  privates,  was  such  as  I  calculated  on  ;  (hat 
of  most  of  my  field  ofliicrs  also  miu'its  my  parti¬ 
cular  notice.  31a j.  It.  K.  Heath,  of  tlie  5th, 
v  lio  led  on  the  advain  e  party  to  bring  on  the 
action,  lahaved  as  became  an  oHicir,  iIic 
farts  of  hii  first  horse  bcii^,  killed  uiidf  i: liiiji 
in  the  first  skirmish,  his  second  In  iiig  hadly 
svonnded,  and  himself  receiving  a  contusion 
on  the  head,  h}  a  mnsked  hall,  in  the  general 
‘action,  are  ample  proofs  of  his  hravciy  and 
cxpo'itre  in  discharge  of  his  duty.  Licute- 
iiiiut  Colonel  felcrct{,  and  .Major  Harry,  of  the 
,^th.  gained  myliig’ni  st  a)ipriibation,  and  they 
unite  with  all  in  praise  of  Captain  Spangler 
and  his  company  of  vidunteers,  from  3  ork. 
Fa.  tiien  attached  to  their  connnand  ;  also,  of 
.Adiutant  Cheston,  who  is  siightiy  wounded. 
Lieutciiunt  Colonel  l  ong,  of  the  27th,  and  his 
field  and  company  nfliccrs,  did  well ;  this 
whole  regiment  were  unsurpassml  in  hravery, 
lesolntion  and  cnlhusia<-'ni.  My  hrig  ule  has 
to  bewail  the  loss  of  Adjutant  Janies  Lowry 
D  iialdsmi,  who  fell  in  the  hottest  of  the  figlit. 
bravely  discharging  the  duties  of  Ids  commis¬ 
sion.  J.ieutenar.t  Colonel  Towlcr  and  Ma¬ 
jor  Mtclger,  of  the  39th,  did  their  duty  in  evciy 
respect ;  they  speak  highly  of  the  volunteer 
(ompames  of  Captain  Qiiantril.  from  Hagers¬ 
town,  and  Captain  Metzgar  from  Hanover, 
Pa.  Captain  tiiiantril  is  wounded,  Captain 
John  Montgomery,  commanding  my  artiiicry, 
gained  for  himself  and  Ids  compuny  lasting 
honour.  Captain  Aisqnitti,  and  his  coii)|)any 
nf  riflemen,  merit  my  thanks.  F.nsigii  Wil- 
inot,  commanding  the  company  of  Cidted  V’o> 
lunteers,  of  the  5th,  and  many  nf  his  men,  dis¬ 
tinguished  themselves.  'To  Brigade  .Majors 
C'aibuuu  ami  Fraiiey,  I  am  under  great  obli¬ 
gations  for  the  prompt,  and  »;alo!is  perfor¬ 
mance  nf  their  duty.  To  my  Aid-de-camp, 
Major  George  F.  Stevenson,  too  miicli  praise 
eaiuKit  be  given,  Lis  industry  in  every  arrange¬ 


ment  before  the  fight,  and  in  animating  (he 
whole  line,  was  cunspicuous ;  his  zeal  and 
courage  arc  of  the  most  ardent  kind,  the 
sprightliness  nf  hi.s  manners  in  the  most  try¬ 
ing  scenes  liad  the  happiest  effect  upon  all  to 
whom  he  had  to  commuidcate  my  orders; 
and  the  precision  with  which  he  delivered 
my  eommand.s,  could  lie  exceeded  only  by  the 
coolness  with  which  he  always  saw  them  exe¬ 
cuted.  lie  was  animated,  brave,  and  useful. 
Major  M'illiam  B.  Barney,  and  Adjutant  I,ein- 
nel  Taylor,  of  the  cavalry,  who,  having  no 
opjwrtnnity  of  distinction  in  their  ngiineiit, 
owing  to  the  grounds,  did  me  great  service, 
the  fbrtner  in  aiding  Captain  Montgomery, 
the  latter  in  conveying  my  orders  through  the 
whole.  Mr.  Hohert  Goodloe  Harper  deserves 
my  thanks.  He  visited  me  just  before  the 
ucMon  ;  accompanied  the  advanced  party,  and 
aided  me  much  throughout.  The  brave  sol¬ 
diers  under  inv  command  have  suffered  many 
privations,  and  I  recognise  among  our  killed 
and  woniided,  many  valuable  men  ;  of  which 
I  will  make  a  report  in  a  few  days. 

1  iiave  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  ser¬ 
vant, 

JOHN  STUICKEU, 
Brig.  Gen.  Com.  3d  brigade,  M.  M, 

CENEHAH  OUnFRS. 

Ifeail  Qwirlers,  Blaltshurg'i,  Sqilemher  H,  181V. 
'  The  governor  general  of  the  Canadas,  and 
coniuiaiitler  in  ciii*'f  of  the  British  forces  in 
iVortli  America,  having  invaded  the  teiiitories 
of  the  United  states,  with  tlieavowcd  juirpose 
of  coiupicriiig  the  country  as  far  as  Crown 
Foint  and  Ticoiidaroga,  there  to  winter  bis 
turccs,  with  a  view  to  further  conquests 
brought  with  him  a  powerful  army  and  floiilla. 
An  army  amounting  to  ibiirtecii  thousand  men, 
completely  ecpiipped,  and  accompanied  by  a 
nmuerons  train  of  ai  tillcry,  and  all  the  engines 
of  war — men  who  had  conquered  in  France, 
iSpaiii,  Fortiigal,  the  Indias,  and  in  other  parts 
of  tlie  globe,  and  led  by  the  most  distinguish¬ 
ed  generals  of  the  British  army.  A  flotilla, 
also  superior  to  ours  in  vessels,  men  anil  guns, 
hail  determined  at  once  to  crush  us,  both  by 
land  and  water. 

The  governor  general,  after  Ijoasting  of 
what  he  would  do,  and  endeavouring  to  dis¬ 
suade  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  United 
(states  from  their  allegiance,  by  threats  and 
promises  as  set  forth  in  his  proclamation 
and  order,  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  tlie  vil¬ 
lage  of  Champlain,  to  organize  his  aemy,  and 
to  settle  the  governiuent  of  his  intended  coik 
quests.  On  tiio  second  day  of  the  month  he 
iiiarclied  from  Champlain,  and  on  the  5th,  ap¬ 
peared  before  tiie  village  of  I’lattstuirgli  with 
Ills  whole  army,  and  on  the  11th,  the  day 
fixed  Ibr  the  general  attack,  the  flotilla  arri¬ 
ved. 

The  enemy's  flotilla,  at  eight  in  the  morning 
passed  Cumbeilaud  Head,  and  at  nine  euga- 
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jcpfl  our  flotilla  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  the 
(own,  fully  i-oulKlentof  cnishiiig  in  an  instant 
tlie  whole  of  our  naval  force,  but  the  gallant 
Com.  Al‘Uonoiigh,  in  the  short  space  of  2 
liotirs.  obliged  the  large  vessels  to  strike  their 
colours,  whilst  the  gallies  saved  themselves 
by  flight.  This  glorious  achievment  was  in 
full  view  of  the  several  forts,  and  the  Aineri- 
rau  forces  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing 
the  victory.  The  British  army  was  also  so 
posted  on  the  surrounding  heights,  that  it 
could  not  but  behold  the  interesting  struggle 
for  dominion  on  the  lake.  At  Uie  same  hour 
the  fleets  engaged,  the  enemy  opened  his 
batteries  on  our  forts,  throwing  hundreds  of 
shells,  balls,  and  rockets,  and  attempted  at 
the  same  time  to  cross  tlie  Saranac  at  three 
different  jwiiits  to  assault  the  works.  At  the 
upper  ford  he  was  met  by  the  militia  and  vo¬ 
lunteers,  and  after  repeated  attempts  was 
driven  hark  with  considerable  loss  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners.  At  the  bridge,  near 
the  village,  he  was  repulsed  by  the  piquets 
and  brave  riflemen  under  Capiuiii  Crovenor 
ami  Lieuts.  Ilamiltoii  and  Riley,  and  at  the 
bridge  in  town  he  was  foiled  by  tlie  guards. 
Mock  houses  and  the  artillery  of  the  Ibrts, 
served  by  Capts.  Brooks,  Rirhards  and  Smith 
and  Licnls.  Mountford,  Smith  and  Cromwell. 
The  enemy’s  fire  was  returned  with  efftet 
from  out-  hattei  IPS,  and  liy  sim-set  we  had  the 
satisfaction  to  silence  seven  batteries  which 
he  had  erected,  and  to  sec  his  rolninn  retiring 
to  their  camp  beyond  the  reach  of  our  guns. 

Thus  beatim  by  land  and  water,  the  gover¬ 
nor  general  withdrew  his  artillery,  and  raised 
the  siege.  At  9  at  night,  sent  off  his  heavy 
baggagr-,  and  under  rover  of  the  darkness  re¬ 
treated  with  his  whole  army,  towards  Canada, 
leaving  his  wounded  on  the  field  and  a  vast 
quantity  of  bread,  flour  avid  beef,  which  he 
had  not  time  to  destroy,  besides  a  quantity  of 
bombshells,  shot,  flints  and  ammunilion  of  all 
kinds,  which  remain  at  the  batteries,  and  lay 
concealed  in  the  ponds  and  rivers.  As  soon 
as  bis  retreat  was  disrovered,  the  liglit  troops, 
volunteers  and  militia,  were  ordered  in  pur¬ 
suit,  and  iidlowed  as  far  as  Chazy,  eaptiiring 
several  dragoons  awl  soldiers,  besides  cover¬ 
ing  the  escape  of  hondreds  of  desesters,  who 
still  rontiniie  to  he  coming  in.  A  violent 
storm  and  continual  fall  of  rain  iirevented  the 
brave  volunteers  and  militia  from  further  pur¬ 
suit. 

Thus  have  the  attempts  of  the  invader  been 
frustrated  by  a  regular  force  of  only  fifteen 
hundred  men  ;  a  brave  and  active  body  of  mi¬ 
litia,  of  the  state  of  New-York,  under  (iene- 
ral  .Moores,  and  volunteers,  of  the  respeetalde 
and  patriotic  citizens  of  Vermont,  led  by  Ce- 
nnral  Strong,  and  other  gentlemen  of  distinc¬ 
tion.  The  whole  not  exceeding  two  tiioiisand 
five  hundred  men. 

The  British  lorces  being  now  either  expel¬ 
led  or  captured,  the  services  of  the  voluiitcei'-' 
and  militia  may  be  di*  pensed  witlu 


General  Macomb  cannot,  however,  permit 
the  militia  of  New-York,  and  the  volunteers  of 
Vermont,  to  depart  without  carrying  with 
them  the  high  sense  he  entertains  tor  their 
merits.  The  zeal  with  which  they  came  for¬ 
ward  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  when  the 
signal  of  danger  was  given  by  the  general,  re¬ 
flects  the  highest  lustre  on  their  patriotism 
and  spirit.  Their  conduct  in  the  field  has 
corresponded  with  the  laudable  motives  which 
led  them  into  it.  Tliey  have  deserved  the 
esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens  and  the  warm 
approbation  of  their  eommatiders.  Thy  have 
exemplified  how  si>ecdily  American  citizens 
can  be  prepared  to  meet  the  enemies  of  their 
country. 

Ill  testifying  his  sense  of  the  merits  of  the 
troops,  the  general  eaniiot  but  express  his  sor¬ 
row  and  regret  tor  the  loss  of  some  brave  and 
virtuous  citizens,  and  for  those  who  have  been 
wounded.  The  loss  no  doubt  w  ill  he  keenly 
felt  by  their  friends  and  countrymen,  but  at 
the  same  time  will  he  lioriie  with  that  ibrti- 
tude  and  resignation  which  become  good  citi¬ 
zens  and  good  christian.s.  The  affection  of 
the  general  will  accompany  his  brave  asso¬ 
ciates  ill  arms  wheresoever  they  may  go,  nor 
will  any  thing  give  more  pleasure  than  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  testifying  to  them  individually,  by 
actions,  as  well  as  words,  the  high  regard  lie 
cherishes  for  them. 

The  general,  in  the  name  of  the  United- 
States,  thanks  the  volunteers  and  the  militia, 
for  their  distinguished  services,  and  wishes 
them  a  happy  return  to  their  tamlies  and 
friends.  ALEX.  AIACO  VIB. 


BV  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

A  prcx:la.m  ation. 

Wherf.as  it  appears,  that  the  war,  in  which 
onr  country  is  imiortiiiiately  engaged,  has  as¬ 
sumed  an  entirely  ditfen  nt  character,  since  its 
first  eoiiiiiiniieeBient,  it  has  hccuine  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  defensive,  and  Is  prosecuted  by  the 
enemy  witii  a  spirit  unexampled,  during  pend¬ 
ing  negotiations  for  peace,  which  Icares  no 
prospect  of  safely  bat  tr.  a  manly  and  united 
(leterminatiuu  to  meet  iuvation  at  evei'y  point, 
and  expel  the  invader. 

And  wliercas,  notwithstanding  thesignal  and 
glorious  naval  victory  lately  aehieved  by  our 
gallant  Commndore  M’ltoiiough  and  his  bravo 
oflicers  and  seamen,  over  a  superior  Briti.sh  na¬ 
val  fui'ce.  on  Lake  Champlain ;  and  a  like  dis¬ 
comfiture  of  the  enemy’s  whole  land  force, 
concentrated  at  Plattsburgh,  by  General  Ala- 
eoiiih’s  small  but  valiant  band  of  regular 
troops,  allied  and  powerfully  supported  by  our 
patriotu',  virtuous  and  brave  volunteers,  who 
flow  to  meet  the  invader  with  an  alertness  and 
spirit,  niiexamplcd  in  this  or  any  otiier  coun¬ 
try,  it  is  made  known  to  uio  that  the  British 
army  is  still  on  the  lionlierof  our  sister  state, 
eollectiiig  and  eoiieent rating  a  powerful  force, 
iiidieatiiig  further  operations  of  aggression. 


338 


THE  EXAMINER. 


Anri  whcroai*,  (lie  ronflirt  has  beromc  a 
cotniiion,  and  not  a  party  concern,  (lie  time 
has  now  arrived  when  all  deerading  party  dis¬ 
tinctions  and  animosities,  however  we  may 
have  ditfered  respecting  the  jKiliry  of  declar¬ 
ing,  or  the  mode  of  prosecuting  the  war.  ought 
lo  be  laid  aside  ;  that  every  heart  may  be  sti¬ 
mulated,  and  every  arm  nerved,  tor  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  our  comiiion  country,  oiir  liberty,  our 
altars,  and  onr  firesides ;  in  the  defence  of 
which  we  may,  with  a  humble  confidf  nee,  look 
to  Heaven  tor  assistance  and  protection. 

Now.  therefore,  I  Martin  rhittendeii,  go¬ 
vernor  and  commandex  in  chief  in  and  over 
the  state  of  Vermont,  do  issue  this  niy  procla¬ 
mation,  earnestly  exhorting  all  the  good  people 
of  this  state,  by  the  love  of  country,  which  so 
signally  distinguished  onr  fathers,  in  their  glo¬ 
rious  and  succesfiil  strngsle  liir  our  indepen¬ 
dence,  to  unite,  both  heart  and  hand,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  onr  common  interest  and  every  thing 
dear  to  freein<  n. 

I  do  enjoin  it  upon  all  oflirers  of  divisions, 
bi  iiades,  and  regiments  and  conipanies  of  the 
militia  of  this  state,  to  exert  themselves  in 
the  e.’.'cciition  of  their  respective  duties,  in 
placing  those  under  their  command  in  a  com¬ 
plete  state  of  readiness,  and,  without  further 
order,  to  march  at  a  inomrnt's  warning,  to 
meet  any  invasion  which  may  he  attempted, 
and  to  chastise  and  expel  the  invader. 

And  I  would  earnestly  reccoinmend  it  lo 
those  who,  by  the  lenity  of  onr  laws,  are  evempt 
frein ordinary  military  duty,  whore  tlicy  have 
not  already  done  it,  to  organize  tlK'inselves 
into  companies,  and  ecpiip  and  stand  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  meet  the  approaching  ci  i'^is,  reininding 
them  that  it  is  (heir  property,  themselves  and 
tlieir  families  that  are,  in  common  witii  others, 
to  be  protected. 

Ami  more  especially,  T  would  reccoinmend 
it  to  the  selectmen  and  civil  authorities  of  the 
respective  towns,  to  be  vigilant  in  the  exeon- 
tion  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  them,  in  provi¬ 
ding  ammunition,  and  airoriling  such  assist¬ 
ance  to  the  militia,  as  their  situations  may 
require. 

Alter  witnessing  tbc  severe  and  degrading 
terms  imposed  on  many  of  onr  fellow  citizens 
on  the  seaboard,  no  man,  who  is  mindful  of 
of  what  he  owes  to  his  country  and  to  his  ow  n 
character,  can  advocate  subinissiou  while  re¬ 
sistance  is  practicable. 

The  fate  of  Alexandria  forcibly  appeals  lo 
the  pnuid  feelings  of  every  Anierican,  to  ex¬ 
ert  the  augmented  force  and  resources  with 
which  it  has  pleased  a  beneficient  Providence 
to  bless  ns,  for  the  defence  and  security  of 
that  soil  and  those  rights,  rendered  inestima¬ 
ble  by  having  been  purchased  by  the  blood  of 
our  fathers. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Jerico,  this  19tli  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  onr  lan  d  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
of  (he  inde|M'iidence  of  the  United  States 
»iie  thirty-ninth. 

MARTIN  CIin’l'ENDEN. 


From  the  Botton  Repertory. 

INTIRESTINO  HISrOHlCAL  FRAGMENTS. 

Bia.  EniTOR. — I  woiilil  not  have  it  under¬ 
stood,  that  inciting  the  fullnwing  traii'^aclious 
from  history,  I  iiieaii  to  recommend  them  for 
imitation.  I  know  too  Well,  that  Greal-Hri- 
tain,  though  admired  and  revered  by  all  the 
rest  of  tlie  world,  is  esteemed  in  this  country 
as  a  debased,  miserable,  wretched  nation, 
whose  iwlicy  is  to  he  shunned,  and  whose  ex¬ 
ample  is  to  ho  detested.  I  only  cite  them 
to  show  how  diUorently  Bi  itain  acted  in  a  day 
of  distress,  fnuu  what  we  shall  do.  She 
thought  that  disgrace  and  ruin  were  proofs  of 
had  counsels  and  of  unskilful  or  wicked  rulers. 
Hut  ill  our  country,  disgrace  seems  to  attach 
us  the  more  to  our  rulers,  and  we  rally  rniind 
their  standard  and  make  new  oath  to  .support 
tliem  as  soon  as  it  is  perfectly  ascertained 
that  they  are  utterly  unlit  to  conduct  our  ua- 
tional  aRairs. 

In  the  year  1731,  Great-Hritain  was,  by  the 
armed  neutrality,  the  rapture  of  Tobago,  the 
desinictioii  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army,  the 
riots  and  ilisturhances  at  home,  and  the  suc¬ 
cesses  cl'  Ilydcr  Ally,  and  the  French  in  the 
Ea*t-lndies,  broiiglit  as  near  her  ruin,  as  slic 
lias  been  at  any  period  of  her  whole  history. 

The  virlnuns  opposition  to  the  Aniericao 
war,  Uie  peace  party,  instead,  however,  of 
crying  oHt  “niiioii,  let  us  drop  all  party  dis- 
tinctiiHis  and  unite  in  the  eoinmon  defence,” 
tiuiiiglit  it  a  good  occasion  to  demand  and  ex¬ 
tort  a  (icaccand  change  of  ministry.  General 
Conway  one  of  tlie  peace  party,  moved  in 
parlianiciit  a  resolution,  “  that  the  further 
pii)secution  of  tlie  Amciicaii  war  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  reducing  the  colonies  by  force  would 
tend  dangerously  to  increase  the  natural  en¬ 
mity  between  the  two  countries  so  fata!  to  the 
interests  of  both,  and  then  friislratc  the  ear¬ 
nest  desire  expresst  d  by  his  majesty  to  re¬ 
store  (lie  blessings  of  public  li'anqiiillity.” 

This  was  adopted,  and  another  unaniinnusly 
passed  “  that  parliament  would  consider  as 
eiuniks  to  their  cuimtry  all  who  should  advise 
his  majesty  to  measures  teniling  to  fiustratc 
the  views  of  his  majesty  in  favour  of  peace.” 

Hy  these  spirited  measures,  the  ministry 
was  overthrown,  the  (leace  ministry  introdu¬ 
ced,  and  the  nation  restored  to  tranquillity. 

In  our  eoimtry,  the  maxim  seems  to  he,  if 
your  rulers  bring  joii  to  tiie  very  gates  of  de¬ 
struction,  then  yon  must  have  no  appearance  of 
division,  yon  must  show  all  (onfidence  in 
those  who  have  been  the  means  of  yonr  ruin, 
least  as  General  North  iutimates,  your  enemy 
may  take  you  for  a  divided  people. 

If  it  wcie  not  tl'.at  such  is  the  fashionable 
maxim  of  the  day,  I  should  have  supposed  the 
Hrftish  coiirs'e  the  most  natural  and  right. 

Heeause,  if  your  rulers  have  siiowii  them¬ 
selves  incompetent,  you  cannot  eneonrage  or 
gratify  your  enemy  more  tiian  by  continuing 
them  in  power. 

Hut  further,  because  if  your  rulers  have 
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wtjed  an  unreasonable  and  unjust  war  which 
you  have  openly  disapproved,  a  chans;e  in 
those  rulers  would  give  your  enemies  confi¬ 
dence  in  your  sincerity  and  desire  to  make 
peace.  It  is  impossible  that  they  can  ever 
feel  this  confidence  in  Mr  Madison  or  his 
counril. 

But  would  you  change  your  nilers  because 
they  are  disagreeable  to  the  enemy  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  not,  unless  they  are  disagreeahle  also 
to  us ;  but  if  we  have  been  sincere  in  our  pro¬ 
fessions  of  aversion  to  the  war,  how  we  can 
consistently  vote  for  those  who  are  in  favour 
of  it,  1  cannot  perceive. 

What  then  would  you  do  ? 

I  would  have  the  minority  in  congress  try 
as  the  minority  in  Britain  did,  to  procure  a 
vote  declaring  that  it  is  inexpedient  longer  to 
froitrule  this  war. 

This  would  lie  the  best  pledge  of  your  sin¬ 
cerity  in  demanding  peace,  wliicli  you  could 
give, 

I  would  have  our  state  legislature  request 
the  president  to  remove  from  his  councils  all 
the  wicked  advisers  who  have  plunged  this 
nation  in  a  war,  and  give  a  pledge  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  his  sincere  desire  for  peace,  by  ap¬ 
pointing  such  able  men  as  are  notoriously  in 
favour  of  it,  and  adding  that  if  by  such  a 
course  of  conduct,  peace  shall  be  found  unat¬ 
tainable,  that  this  state  will  zealously  co¬ 
operate  in  any  measures  to  bring  the  war  to 
an  hoiV)u.’'ahle  termination. 

Is  this  too  much  to  expect  of  federalists  ? 
Has  eiir  language  been  a  mockery  ?  If  we 
detest  the.  war  ought  we  not  to  seize  the  oc¬ 
casion,  as  Burke  and  Fox  and  Pitt  and  Barro 
and  Conway  did,  of  national  disa.sters  to  de¬ 
mand  a  serious  effort  for  peace.  No  such  ef¬ 
fort  has  been  made. 

The  ino.-t  bitter  men  arc  appointed  to  treat  ■ 
for  peace.  If  we  adopt  the  weak  maxim  that 
because  we  are  in  d»trcss  and  danger  we  must 
unite  and  sup)iort  our  rulers,  what  do  we  do? 
W'e  offer  a  bribe  to  w  icked  nilers  to  bring  the 
nation  into  distress,  knowing  that  this  will  put 
an  end  to  opposition  and  unite  all  men  in  their 
favour.  .4  most  pre|Kisterous  and  stupid 
course  of  conduct  for  freemen  and  patriots! 
Yet  such  is  the  course  recommended  by  many. 
Fuch  is  the  course  on  which  Mr.  Aladisou  ori¬ 
ginally  calculated. 

It  is  of  little  moment  said  he  what  turns 
up.  If  we  are  victorious,  tlie  frenzy  of  Joy 
and  national  vanity  will  make  us  popular.  If 
we  are  unsuccessfiil,  the  bitterness  of  disgrace 
and  the  sentiments  of  revenge  will  stimulate 
to  union.  >  Fear,  hope,  Joy,  rage,  ail  the  pas¬ 
sions,  and  all  of  them  will  be  exerted  in  war, 
will  he  on  our  side. 

We,  the  feeble  friends  of  peace,  of  Justice, 
have  only  to  denounce  to  you  (he  will  of  God, 
the  dictates  of  conscience,  lie  forbids  us  to 
pursue  this  war.  But  can  we  be  heard  amid«t 
the  din  of  arms,  the  bustle  of  preparalinn  ? 
No.  PACII  It 'PS. 


FRIENDS  OF  PEACE. 

Burlington  County,  New-Jersf.y. 

At  a  county  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Bur¬ 
lington  County,  in  the  court-house,  on  the  5th 
day  of  September,  1814,  Joseph  Earl  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman,  and  Samuel  J.  Read,  secre¬ 
tary. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  the  nomination 
of  candidates  for  congress,  and  county  repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  officers — whereupon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  tickets  were  agreed  upon,  viz. 

Fnr  represfntativesincongress — Jame  s  Giles, 
Samuel  W.  Harrison,  James  Parker,  John  Fre- 
linghuyscn,  Jacob  8.  Tiiomsoii,  John  N.  Gum¬ 
ming. 

For  the  state,  cmincil — Caleb  Earl. 
jlssemhhi — William  Pearson,  William  Irick, 
Charles  Ellis,  Samuel  J.  Head. 

For  sheriff— tiAmaeX  Haines,  of  Moore’s 
Town. 

For  coroners — Samuel  Deacon,  Charles  J. 
Hughes,  Pearson  Reading. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  committees  to  promote  the  success  of  the 
aforesaid  nominations,  viz. 

Tn  Chester,  Edward  French,  Gilbert  Page, 
Samuel  Wilkins,  Bon.  Hollingshead,  Emanuel 
Bogary.  Burlington,  John  Hoskins,  Charles 
Kinsey,  Joseph  Miller,  Burr  Woolman,  Chris¬ 
tian  l.azelerc.  .^lanslield,  John  Ivins,  Joseph 
English,  John  Harvey,  James  Bates,  William 
Carslake.  Chesterlkld,  Sain.  Bunting,  Geo. 
Woodward,  Edward  Field,  Anthony  Reckless, 
James  Norcross.  Nottingham,  Richard  L. 
Beatty,  James  iliighes,  Joseph  M.  Lawrie, 
.4mos  Hutchinson,  Benjamin  .South.  Hano¬ 
ver,  Jonathan  Davies,  John  Branson,  John 
Wright,  Thoniis  R.  Lacy,  Thomas  laiwry, 
Springfield,  John  S.  Smith,  Henry  Scott,  Wil¬ 
liam  Hancock,  Samuel  Mason,  Jonathan 
Hough.  Northampton,  John  Irick,  Joseph 
F.arl,  Joseph  Burr,  Jacob  Pricket t,  Joseph  Bol¬ 
ton,  James  Coppiick.  Fivesham,  William 
.Stockton,  Jr.  William  Roberts,  Joshua  Foster, 
.loliii  F>ans,  William  F'.ldridgo.  Washington, 
Joseph  Doran.  Anthony  J.  Earl,  Jesse  Evans, 
Jesse  Richards,  Ezra  Comly.  Egg-Harbour, , 
Samuel  Deacon,  John  Furman,  James  Willits, 
F'.phraim  S.  Sawyer,  Thomas  Osborne.  Wil- 
lingboroiigb,  B.  E.  Ridgeway,  Joseph  Watson, 
John  Haniill, George  Stockton.Nicholas  Buaby. 
The  foUon  ing  resolution  were  then  adopted: 

1.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommeixled  tn  tho 
several  committees  above  mentioned,  or  such 
of  them  as  will  act  under  this  ap)iointmeDt,  to 
meet,  in  their  townships  within  three  weeks  of 
the  day  of  election,  and  adjourn  from  time  to 
some  stated  place,  and  apjMiint,  and  associate 
with  Ihemscives  througbuut  their  respru'tive 
townships,  a  more  nvinerovs  committee,  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  for  tlie  election  day, 
obtaining  tickets  and  destributing  the  same, 
atti  nding  at  the  polls,  and  inviting,  ami (usut- 
iiig  thereto  legal  voters  who  approve  of  these 
,  cominatiens.  »iet  are  desirous  to  prevent  th* 
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entire  ilcsf  rnctinn  of  Ihcir  beloved  country  by  and  their  country,  will  at  lent;th  unite  in  -what 
the  proiiiolers  ul'  this  dreadliil  war.  only  can  now  preserve  us,  a  manful  .mid  roiira* 

2.  lifsolvul,  that  this  ineetin«;  have  entire  j^eoas  dtfence  a;;ainst  an  invading  |)o«er.  and 
tonfidenee  in  the  vii  tne,  patriutisiii,  and  Va-  '\\\  turning  or  keeping  mt  ((f  office  every  ron- 
l-inr  ut  the  ^leat  body  of  the  iienplr — but  that  t river  and  pioinoter  of  this  war,  and  |•lal'ill§ 
all  ronridence  and  dependence  upon  the  men  in  the  ^reat  trusts  of  guverhineiit  in  aider  han.ls. 
Uuininiftralion,  and  their  supporters  who  have  In  regard  to  the  rountit,  we  have  pursued 
ao  leii$;  dehnled  the  country,  and  at  Ien2;lh  ihh'  ancie.nt  and  approved  prai  tice,  where 
Irrun^ht  U|miii  it  shame  and  destruction,  is  men  have  .acted  jeell,  to  continue  them  in  their 
enlireit)  at  an  crul — it  beini' appa/wP  from  a  public  statious  ;  our  loiij' tried  and  respecta- 
loiiv  course  of  folly,  iinschicvous  measures,  ble  represfiitativc  in  the  legislative  council 
ami  plans  of  individual  and  party  aggrandize-  (Ciemnat  Beatty] having  der/tnrd  another  noini- 
picnt,  aided  by  lunspap/  r  deceptions,  that  nation,  iiocessarily  produced  the  change  which 
they  have  imiiosed  ii|iun  the  people,  and  saeri-  has  b  'en  made. 

ticed  the  Ijonoiir  iuul  interests  of  the  eoimtry.  The  election  on  the  lllli  and  l?tli  of  Oeto- 
Ibr  the  purpose  of  olitaining  their  own  st'{^sh  her  eumiiig,  is  without  doubt  the  most  im~ 
ends  of  oflicc  and  emolument ;  it  being  also  porlant  one  ever  held  in  this  eoimtry,  and  in 
roiv  most  evident,  that  unless  these  men,  and  tlm  state.  A  senator  and  six  representatives 
their  adherents,  are  dismissed  by  the  people,  m  eongress,  a  ''overnor,  and  oUier  olhcers  de- 
all  safety  for  the  country,  and  ail  priK'pcritj  pend  upon  its  issue. 

to  the  citizens,  will  be  at  au  end,  "  A  single  vote  in  the  senate  would  have  pre- 

3.  Resolveil,  Tliat  this  meeting  in  a  purlieu-  vented  this  war,  and  all  its  dreadful  evils  ami 
hr  manner,  reflect  with  abliorreiicit  upon  this  consciiuences — on  one  vote  may  licpcnd  peace, 
war,  ami  all  its  past  and  probable  evils — inas-  A  governor  and  legislature  in  Ibis  stale,  who 
much  as  it  was  a  war  in.iiic  to  enrich  a  Jar,  shall  j'av  nir  peace,  instead  of  fanning  the 
mid  ruin  rnuny — to  obtain  by  fonvursMIie  pro  flames  of  war,  may  ami  will  produce  inliiiitc 
vinees  ofCan^a;  to  aid  the  tyrant  of  France,  good  to  t.'ie  people  «1  iVew  Jersey.  I’be  re- 
ami  to  spend  .Americ.an  blood  and  trea<-m  e,  and  peated  n  presnilations  by  the  nar  mujorilies 
risk  all  (he  mighty  Lk‘.ss!ugs  we  enjoy,  on  pre-  in  m/r  legisl.itnre,  to  thepresideiitandron- 
tence  of  sailors’ riglits,  whilst  all  other  I  igiits,  gress,  that  /I'c  in  this  state  approc^d  of  Ihinr 
and  citizens,  were  to  be  lost  and  iniiied.  niinons  measines,  and  were  [trejiared  Ibr  hosti- 

4.  Kesolved,  That  though  we  diselaim  nil  lilies  with  Knglaiid,  greatly  influenced  to 
participation,  in  the  brin,i;iiig  on  ami  declaring  bring  war,  ami  all  its  dreadful  calamities,  to 
this  war,  and  repiol  atc  the  policy,  as  well  as  our  imee  peaceful  ami  flourishing  land. 

the  injustice  of  tiimiiig  our  arms  and  tmbiii-  We  ask  you,  fellow  citizens,  eaih.  of  yon, 
ing  our  hands  in  the  hloml  of  the  Canadians,  mce  more  to  rouse  yourselves.  Let  not  tlie 
in  orrlcr  to  ctmquer  and  incorimrate  them  right  of  suffrage  be  abamloiiml,  when  ou  your 
against  their  will,  among  these  stales,  alrea-  votes,  [MU'haps  on  a  single  vote,  haugs  tlic  fate 
dy  so  numerous,  and  almost  boundless — yet  we  of  your  country  !  How  ran  any  considerate 
will  never  submit  to  hv  conquered — but  with  man  longer  approve.  supjHirt,  or  be  iiuliffcrent 
the  blessing  of  Heaven,  and  under  the  guidaiwe  to  Uie  ruinous  measures  and  principbis  of  the 
of  other  ami  better  rulers,  we  will  maintain  our  men  in  oKiee,  or  tlieir  supporters.  Do  luit  di- 
iiberties,  and  if  possible,  restore  (>eace  and  vide,  nor  remain  inactive  >  let  nut  a 
pros|»crity  to  our  eounli  y.  ^4  great  utidjine  voter  in  this  great  country  lose  his  precious, 
country,  brouglit  to  the  verge  of  ruin  by  tiio.-.e  and  now  all  im|>ortant  jtrivileges.  Who  will 
to  w  hom  the  iKiople  had  coulidi  d  its  huiiour  and  not  think  it  a  duly  and  an  honour  beyond 
safety,  and  who  obtainerl,  and  have  kept  them-  all  else,  to  lend  his  voice,  his  exertioos,  his 
wflves  in  power,  by  a  dcfcptne  pobV//.  and  de-  vote  to  restore  pmsperity  and  promote  the 
lusivc  pnmiiscsof  economy  ami  bigb  preten-  cause  of  jioace.  This  now  can  only  lie  done, 
sions  to  more  virtue  and  n  gard  for  llie  peo-  by  committing  the  government  to  (he  friends 
pic,  than  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  priu-  of  peace  and  the  policy  of  Washington. — 
cipics  of  AVashinoto.v.  J.ct  us  no  longer  be  deceived  by  professions  or 

77ir  J'olhmng  mtdress  ivas  then  agreed  upon,  naaus ;  no  longer  be  deterred  by  J'alse  charges 
Feli.ow  ciTize.Ns,  against  our  priueiples  and  policy  ;  no  longer 

This  meeting  proposed  for  your  united  and  |  be  teiTilied  with  menaces  and  mobs;  nor  give 
individual  sxipport,  the  preceding  /icmiiia- j  bred  to  the  tliieadharc  elext ioneer ing  ttorivii, 
tions.  That  for  congress  we  have  ado;iled,  |  and  tricks  of  o/Zici’-holders,  n'ar  men.  and  their 
not  only  because  of  our  own  couiidencc  in  the  '  adherents.  We  must  all — one  ami  all — deter- 
characU  rs,  but  btu'ause  it  comes  recommend-  I  mine  to  do  our  duty  to  sas-e  our  land,  by  put- 

by  the  ftmivntion  of  tlie  friends  of  peace, !  ting  d  iwn  the  advocates  and  favourers  of  liloody 
assembled  at  Trenton,  on  the  4th  of  July  last.  I  and  disastrous  war.  Already  has  it  cost  us 
The  proceedings  and  address  of  that  great  and  j  more  than  ten  tluuisa  d  precious  live.s  of  brave 
patriotic  delegation  from  every  comity  in  the  men,  in  a  foolish  and  wicked  contest.  It  has 
state,  we  likewise  rncomniend  to  the  candid  j  ruined  thousands  ami  thousands  of  onr  fellow 
reilvi  til  ns  of  our  fellow  citizens  of  w  hatever  j  citizens,  and  has  hroiiglit  (ire,  sword  and  the 
party.  We  trust  that  the  Lieuds  of  peace  J  savage  upon  our  frontier  hcttlexueuts. 
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It  fc  now  heglnninfr  to  raje  upon  oiir  otm 
M)asts  ;  and  wliatcvor  may  be  vauntctl,  or 
hi'wever  tiie  war  party  may  boast  or  promise, 
(for  they  will  iiot^acr  the  danger)  two  or  three 
years  war,  snch  as  is  now  beginning,  will  re- 
diire  onr  oonntry  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  andalMts 
inhahitants  to  poverty  and  distress.  The 
very  first  attack  has  cost  ns  onr  cap. Vof,  and 
the  destiuctions  of  public  property  to  the  a- 
nioiint  of  many  millions  of  dollars.  How  dis¬ 
graceful  niion  the  men  who  maile  this  war  at 
Washington!  I’he  mililia  mny  ordered  out, 
and  w  hich  must  he  kept  out  durina  thf)  w  ar, 
cannot  b:  fewer  than  ('ne  hundred  thonsaud 
men;  the  cost  and  loss  incalculable:  every 
man  must  fight  or  pay,  and  be  subject  to  cou- 
iinml  r<  quisitions.  It  is  vain  to  exircet  one 
tour  or  tine  will  excuse  him;  already  are  the 
war  governors  and  oftieers  urging  every  man 
to  the  field ;  and  this  not  the  frolic  of  a  month, 
but  it  must  \a.M.  during  the  war,  for  wiien  one 
term  is  out  anollna’wiil  begin. 

Sr.i.v  DKFF.NCE  is  at  lengtii  dinwing  ns  ail, 
onr  fathers  and  sous  to  this  direful  confiiet  — 
tlie  Ih'ts  of  htishaiidiiien,  inert  haiits,  heads  of 
families,  the  youth  and  citizens  of  Ainerieaf 
equalized  with,  and  falling  under  the  bayonets 
of  common  mercenary  soldiers,  the  ouicists  of 
Eiiro(»e.  Those  who  detest  this  war  aud  its 
authors,  are  at  length  obliged  to  fight  its  bat¬ 
tles  or  be  ruined.  Tkci/  w  ho  cried  aloud  for 
battle  and  blood,  take  care  to  call  on  olhert 
to  meet  the  conflict.  Tluj/  are  content  with 
office,  projit  and  boasUng. 

Fellow  citizens,  all  this  has  fiHi'iishly  and 
wickedly  been  brought  upon  ns  by  the  men  in 
jKiwcr,  and  their  adherents  in  this  and  other 
states — they  made  the  war  on  F.ngJand,  they 
persevered  in  it  when  she  oflered  an  armistice;  j 
all  the  crime  is  theirs,  and  yet  t.hey  now  cry 
out  against  Kuigland,  bticaiise  she  is  liirning 
their  own  war  into  a  terrible  iustrnmeiit  of  de¬ 
struction  on  ns  all. 

We  say  nothing  of  the  loans  on  loans,  tares 
on  taros,  double  and  increasing  in  ic.es  on  tlie 
articles  of  life,  the  decay  of  business,  and  the 
multiplied  evils  p.'odiiced  and  proilueing  hy 
Uiis  war.  What  hen-jfit  is  this  war  to  any  but 
those  who  live  on  the  'poils  of  the  people  ? 
All  at  length  begin  in  perceive,  that  a  few 
years  more  of  such  hnrtliens  must  make  it  iii- 
diflorent  under  what  government  we  breathe  : 
wc  shall  liavc  nothing  hiit  poverty  and  mise¬ 
ry  for  onr  portion.  The  country  is  morfga- 
geil  already  for  more  than  two  iiu.vnHEn  m|i  - 
luoss  OF  NEW  DEIIT,  besides  all  its  losses. 
War  falls  heavy  on  all,  but  lieavicr-t  on  the 
pu<ir ! 

lift  us  then,  lieforc  it  is  ton  late,  join  in  dis- 
plariiig  from  power  the  authors  of  so  many 
public  evils.  They  have  rioted  long  enough 
on  the  public  jiiirse,  and  too  long  deceived  the 
American  |>eople.  Our  only  ehiiiiv'c  for  l!;e 
restoration  of  pi'aro,  or  prisem.L’ig  it.  [if  it  is 
restored)  lies  in  putting  down  liy  our  'tiirrnges, 
every  instigator  and  appiover  Jf  thi;  w.'r.  uuJ 
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approver  of  the  administration.  It  is  incre- 
dil'.lc  they  should  yet  hold  up  their  heads  ? 
7'lie  quistinn  at  onr  elections  will  be,  awtt  wln> 
shall  dffieiid,  and  who  will  not  defend  their 
country  ?  for  we  must  and  will  all  do  that,  ex¬ 
cept  the  vain  boasters  who  made  the  war- 
Tlie  federal  reinJilicans  ind<'':d,  have  hither¬ 
to,  and  will,  sustain  the  honour"  of  tlie  country 
‘iindiniinished.  They  now  constitute  the  ijk- 
FE.M'F.  of  their  country.  Ibit  the  question  at 
onr  elections  i>)n«t  be,  whether  this  naiiencan 
longer  trust  inojjice  men.  who  hoMi  in  peace  and 
war,  disgrace  and  ruin  it !  It  is  a  qiiesticn 
b*-twecn  men  who  desire  hononrahle  peace, 
and  tlioiic  wito  .have  declared  and  coBducteda 
dislinnourahle  and  wasteful  war  ! 

Kcliow  ( iti/.cus,  we  shall  again  have  rear 
tickets,  and  war  resolutions,  and  repuhlkan 
meetings,  and  ronven>i'tn  addresses  of  the  war 
men.  and  ‘ffire  holders,  the  old  stories  of  im- 
press'oent,  free-  trade,  sailors’  rishts,  and- all 
the  inllainmatory  topics  wliieh  h:vve  rednceif 
IIS  to  dostrnelion.  We  shall  have  Idnstering 
and  alinse  avninst  England,  dennin-iationj 
against  tories,  praises  n;M)n  .Mr.  .Madison,  pa¬ 
triotic  |):‘oli;ssiou-,  and  all  the  c<)ntrivani  .  of 
cloctioiiecriiig  :  rumours  o','  .'loiiourahlc  p<.ace 
or  armistice  ;  gr''at  victories  obtained,  or  al- 
na)st  certain— federal  plots  will  be  hatched — 
handbills  containin';  all  sorts  of  catumny  and 
delrcjction.  And  wdl  one,  man  yet,  in  society* 
bit  liiiind  so  lost  to  experie.ice  and  recoUretioii, 
as  lo  vote  lor  a  war  ticket,  or  in  opposition  to 
a  peace  ti'.’ket,  under  tiio.>.e  false  and  delusivo 
triek.s  aial  professions  of  a  falling  party  f 
For  they  or  tlio  country  must  fall- 

Nay,  they  will  pretend  that  they  arc  for 
l>e  xce,  and  even  dostest  the  war,  provided  wo 
hilt  amtiniie  them  in  the  government.  Tiiis 
cannot  lor  a  moment  imln'ge  the  be¬ 
lief  that  tiie  yimerican  people  are  to  be  fur¬ 
ther  deceived  to  their  entire  ruin;  no;  let 
ns  one  and  all  while  we  mainlcin  onr  liberties 
and  dfend  onr  Iionies,  resoh  e  to  remove  from 
power,  every  weak  and  wicked  promoter  an. I 
iiicndoFthis  war;  let  n?  choose  those  who. 
will  restore  ns  peace,  if  it  may  be,  or  at  least 
moy  be  in/ded  ifwargoesou,  with  our  lives* 
fortune,  and  honour. 

Oiderrd,  that  these  proceedings  and  address 
btt  signed  by  the  chairman  and  socmtaiw,  and' 
that  10(X)  copies  bo  printed  and  publislied. 

JO.SErH  KAim  Cliainiiau. 
Samuel  J.  ditAU,  Secretaiy. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Urown,  t* 
the  Secretary  of  If ar,  daieJ 

Head  Qnaritrs,  Fort  F.ric,  Sept  13. 

Sir — I  have  the  satislactian  to  !inn,tnncft.to. 
yon  a  briHiant  achioveincn'  yesterday  effecteJ; 
by  the  furees  und.-’r  my  eommand.  A  sortie- 
was  made  upon  tiie  rnem.y’s  h.itlories.  These 
were  carried.  We  blew  nphis  prinripal  work, 
destroyed  his  bai*iring  pieces,  and  took  (our 
hnndieu  p'.-:son.;r>.  'i'h.e  cuum;  real -ted  our 
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assault  with  firmuosi.  hut  siifTered  greatly.— 
His  total  loss  canuot  be  less  than  eight  liuii* 
fired  men. 

In  such  a  business  we  could  not  but  expect 
to  lose  many  valuable  lives.  They  were  of¬ 
fered  up  a  voluntary  sacrifice  to  the  safety 
aud  honour  of  this  army  and  nation. 

I  will  Inrward  to  you  the  particulars  of  this 
splendid  afiair.  with  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  in  the  eniirse  of  a  few  days, 

V'ery  respecfully  your  humble  servant. 

JACOB  BROWN. 
Honourable  Secretary  of  IVar. 

BATTLE  ON  L.AKE  CHAMPLAIN. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from- C<m7nodorc  Macetnnttvgh 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  A  avy,  dated 
U.  S.  ship  Saratoga,  off  Plattsburgh, 
Sijiltmhrr  It. 

Sir — The  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to 
grant  us  a  signal  victory  on  I^ike  Champlain, 
ill  the  capture  of  one  frigate,  oue  brig,  and 
two  sloops  of  war  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  very  respectfully, 
you;'  obedient  servant. 

T.  MACDONOUGH,  Com. 
Hon.  ffiUiam  Joties,  Secretary  of  the  Aavy. 
i^ojy  of  a  IclUr  from  Commodore  Muedo- 
uuugh,  daled 

U,  S.  skip  Saratoga,  Plattsburgh  Bay, 
Sptembir  13,  Idti, 

Sir— I  have  the  honour  to  give  you  the 
particulars  of  the  action  which  tooii.  place 
on  the  11th  inst.  on  this  lake. 

For  several  days  the  enemy  tvere  on 
Iheir  way  to  Plattsburgh  by  land  and  wa¬ 
ter,  it  being  well  imderslood  that  an  af- 
tack  would  be  made  at  the  same  time  by 
their  laud  aud  naval  forces,  1  determined 
to  wait  at  anchor  the  approach  of  the 
latter. 

At  8  A.  M.  the  look  out  boat  announ¬ 
ced  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  At  nine, 
he  anchoreil  in  a  line  ahead,  at  about  300 
yards  distance  from  my  line ;  his  shi|)  op¬ 
posed  to  the  Saratoga,  his  brig  to  the  r.a- 
gle,  Capt.  Robert  Iienle3^  his  galleys,  13 
in  number,  to  the  schooner,  sloop,  and  a 
division  of  oar  galleys;  one  of  his  sloofis 
assisting  their  ship  and  brig,  the  other  as¬ 
sisting  their  galleys.  Oiir  remaining  gal¬ 
leys  with  (he  Saratoga  and  Eagle.  • 

In  this  situation  the  whole  force  on  both 
sides  become  engaged,  the  Saratoga  suf¬ 
fering  much  from  the  heavy  fire  of  the  Con- 
fiance.  I  could  perceive  at  (lie  same 
time,  however,  that  our  fire  was  very  de¬ 
structive  to  her.  The  Ticonderog.i,  Lt. 
Com.  Cassin,  gallantly  sustained  Iier  full 
share  of  the  actiou.  At  Imif  past  10 


o’clock  tlic  Eagle,  not  being  able  to  bring 
her  guns  to  bear,  cut  her  cable  and  an¬ 
chored  in  a  more  eligible  |>ositiun  between 
my  ship  and  the  Ticonderoga,  where  she 
very  much  annoyed  the  enemy,  but  un¬ 
fortunately  leaving  me  exiaised  to  a  gall¬ 
ing  fire  from  the  enemy’s  brig.  Our  guns 
on  the  starlioani  side  being  nearly  ul!  dis¬ 
mounted,  or  not  manageable,  a  stern  an¬ 
chor  was  let  go,  the  bower  cable  cut,  and 
the  ship  winded  with  a  fifsh  broadside  on 
the  enemy’s  ship,  which  soon  after  surren- 
deretl.  Our  broadside  was  then  sprung  to 
hear  on  the  brig,  which  surrendered  in 
about  13  inlnnles  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  to  the  Ea¬ 
gle,  had  struck  some  lime  before  and 
drined  down  the  line;  the  sloop  which  was 
with  the  galleys  having  struck  also.  Three 
of  their  galleys  are  saiil  to  he  sunk,  the 
others  pullcil  olf.  Our  galleys  were  aliout 
obeying  with  alacrity  the  signal  to  follow 
♦hem,  when  all  the  vessels  were  reported 
to  me  to  he  In  a  sinking  sf.ate ;  it  then  be¬ 
came  necessary  to  annul  the  signal  to  the 
galleys,  and  order  their  men  to  the  pumps. 

I  could  only  look  at  the  enemy’s  gnl- 
lc)'s  going  off  in  a  shattered  condition,  for 
there  was  not  a  mast  in  either  scpiadroa 
that  could  stand  to  make  sail  on  ;  the  low¬ 
er  rigging  being  early  shot  away,  liung 
down  as  though  it  had  just  been  placed 
over  mast  heads. 

'i’he  Saratoga  had  55  round  shot  in  her 
hull;  the  Confiance,  105.  The  enemy’s 
shot  passed  principally  just  over  our  heads, 
•IS  there  were  not  20  w  hole  hammocks  in 
file  nettings  at  the  close  of  the  action, 
which  lasted  without  intermission  2  hours 
and  20  minutes. 

The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on  fire  by 
hot  shot  from  (he  enemy's  ship. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  re¬ 
spect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  MACDONOUGH. 

Return  of  killed  and  rvnundrd  on  board  Ike  Uni-' 
ted  States’  squadron  mi  Lake  Champlain,  in 
the  engagement  rvith  the  British  fleet  on  the 
tUh  )f  Seplcndicr,  1814. 

Ship  Saratoga,  28  killed,  29  wounded ;  brig  . 
Eagle,  13  killed,  20  wnuiided  ;  schooner  Ti- 
condcroga,  C  killed,  ti  wounded  ;  sloop  Efeblc, 

2  killed  ;  gun  boat  Borer,  3  killed.  1  wound¬ 
ed  ;  gunboats  Centipede  and  Wibner,  each  1 
wuiiiuled.  Total,  1)2  killed,  58  wounded. 

Gunboats.  Nettle,  Allen,  Viper,  Burrows, 
Ludlow,  Alwyn,  Ballard ;  none  killed  or 
wounded. 

GEO.  BEALE,  Jun.  Purser. 
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SPEECH 

•F  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR  TO 
THE  LECISLATl’HE  OF  THIS  STATE. 

On  Tuesday  last,  at  eleven  o’clock,  his 
excellency  thegovernor  met  both  branches 
of  tlie  iegislnture  in  the  assembly  cham¬ 
ber,  and  ilelivered  tlie  following  speech: 
Qndlenicn  of  the  Smale, 

and  of  the  Assemhhf, 

The  extreme  pressure  of  public  busi¬ 
ness,  ami  the  peculiar  emergencies  of  the 
I  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, induced  me  to 

I  call  this  session  of  the  legislature.  At  the 
close  of  (he  last  session,  a  conSdent  ex¬ 
pectation  prevailed,  that  exis'.iug  hostili¬ 
ties  would  soon  he  terminated  by  a  fair 
and  hononralde  peace.  Great- Ilritain,  it 
k  true,  had  declined  the  proffered  mtdi- 
ation  of  the  emperor  of  Russia — yet,  as 
fur  as  |irufessions  could  be  relied  on,  she 
I  was  still  ilisposed  to  restore  amicable  re¬ 
lations  between  the  two  countries,  upon 
latlsfactory  and  mutual  terms.  Kuhse- 
quent  events,  however,  have  shown,  that 
such  hopes  were  fallacious.  Whether 
originally  insincere  in  his  professions,  or 
I  flushed  hy  the  recent  events  in  Europe, 
and  the  vast  disposable  forces  they  have 
left  at  his  command,  the  enemy  lias  cer¬ 
tainly  assumed  the  tone  of  arrogance,  ami 
a  spirit  of  increased  hostility,  incompati¬ 
ble  with  feelings  of  reconciliation.  The 
most  paljiahle  delays  and  evasions  have 
been  practised  to  defer  a  meeting  of  ne¬ 
gotiators — while,  in  the  mean  time,  large 
armaments  have  been  despatched  to  our 
coast,  and  powerful  armies  collected  on 
our  frontiers,  in  the  presiimptiioiis  hope  of 
overwhelming  us  in  a  single  campaign. 
A  predatorj'^  and  w.unton  wnrfurc,  desti¬ 
tute  of  all  generous  principle,  and  dis¬ 
graced  by  pillage  and  contlagrction,  has 
been  carried  on  in  our  hays  and  rivers; 
and  the  enemy  has'  openly  avowed  his 
intention  of  laying  waste  our  cities,  and 
I  of  making  a  common  ruin  of  public  and 
private  property. 

But,  beside  the  general  causes  of  al^rm, 
onr  apprehensions  have  been  more  i;n.ne- 
diately  awakened  for  our  own  security, 

1  and  we  have  been  called  upon  to  exert  all 
our  forces  to  protect  our  own  homes  from  ! 
desolation.  From  information  receiveil,  j 
and  corroborated  by  the  movements  of  the  j 
'  *nemy,  there  were  sufheient  grounds  ofl 
I'  belief  that  one  gre.pt  object  of  his  cam 
.  paign  was  to  penetrate,  with  his  northern 
I  army,  by  the  waters  of  Lako  Champiuin' 


and  the  Hudson,  and,  by  a  simnltaneoua 
attack  with  his  maritime  force  on  New- 
Y ork,  to  form  a  junction  which  should 
sever  the  communications  of  the  statesk 
'Fo  defeat  this  arrogant  design,  to  save 
the  state  fronvinnrad,  and  our  cities  froiB 
destruction,  it  was  necessary,  immediate¬ 
ly,  to  exercise  fuller  jiowers  and  more 
ample  resources  than  had  been  placed  ir» 
my  hands  by  the  legislature.  Tiie  exi¬ 
gency  of  tlie  time,  w  hile  it  subjected  the 
executive  to  great  responsibility,  admit¬ 
ted  of  no  lielay :  I  jiroeeeded,  therefore, 
to  make  such  disjjositionsas  were  deemed 
indispensable  to  secure  the  exposed  points 
a«:auist  menaced  invasion.  'J’o  ed'ect 
these  objects,  I  found  it  necessary  to 
transcend  the  autiiority  and  means  vested 
in  me  by  law  ;  i)ut  1  feel  perfectly  satisrie<l 
tliat  the  legislature  will  approve  and 
sanction  wl’.at  1  have  ilone.  In  Hie 
mean  time,  1  have  reijuested  this  ses¬ 
sion,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  other 
measures  of  security  and  defence,  and  of 
clotliing  some  (lubiic  oflicer  with  the  re¬ 
quisite  powers  to  carry  them  into  effect.. 
A  partieninr  detail  of  the  steps  which 
have  bee  n  taken,  and  of  (hose  which  aji- 
pear  to  me  essential  for  the  future  safety 
of  onr  frontiers,  will  for.m  the  subject  of  a 
special  communication. 

When  W8  reflect  that  the  present  cam¬ 
paign  was  one  in  which  ( he  enemy  hud 
threalened  to  visit  us  in  his  wrath,  and  to 
make  us  feel  his  power,  we  cannot  but  ex¬ 
ult,  (hat  thus  far  we  have  sustained  the 
shock  with  firmness,  and  have  even  ga¬ 
thered  laurels  from  the  strife.  He  has,  it 
is  true,  been  able  to  maraud  our  seaboard, 
and  harass  and  ruin  individuals.  He  has 
even  penetrated  to  our  capital,  feebly  op- 
posp<l  by  a  hasty  levy  of  undisciplined 
mliida,  and  has  wantonly  demolished  edi¬ 
fices  and  monuments  of  art,  hitlierto  held 
sacred  by  all  hut  barbarous  warfare.  But, 
whenever  we  h.ave  met  with  him  in  fair 
r.'.id  open  contest,  the  result  has  been  sig- 
niilly  honourable  to  onr  arms.  A  series 
of  brilliant  actions,  whicli  shed  lustre 
upon  the  Niagara  army,  has  entitled  its 
ilisfinguisheil  generals.  Brown,  Scott, 
Porter,  Gaines  ami  Ripley,  and  (heir 
brave  asiociates,  to  the  lasting  gratitude 
of  tlv^i''  country. 

Tlio  deeds  of  Porter,  Warring¬ 

ton,  and  K'.akely,  have  well  sustained  the 
splendid  character  of  onr  navy.  At  the 
invasion  of  Baltimore,  tlie  foe  was 
promptly  mot,  was  harassed  in  his  aj»- 


THE  EXAMINER. 


344 

proarh,  and  fl«'d  back  willi  heavy  loss  fo 
ids  ships.  But  (he  late  piloi'iuus  triiiinph 
at  Plattsburgh,  fur  grafikl*ar  of  rirciim- 
stanue,  aiul  importance  uf  clTect,  render 
all  encomium  feeble  ami  inudetpiaie. 
This  was  the  blow  by  which  the  enemy 
hoped  to  lay  ojten  our  northern  frontier. 
He  advanr,e«l  with  confidence,  in  tin?  su¬ 
periority  of  his  land  and  naval  forces,  and 
counted  on  certain  victory.  After  severe 
and  bloody  contest,  his  whole  fleet  was 
conquered  and  captured,  in  the  sight  of 
Ilia  astonisheil  army.  His  land  troops 
were  likewise  tliscoinfitcd,  and  ilriven  to  a 
precipitate  and  ignominious  retreat,  before 
a  handful  of  regulars,  under  Brigadier  (ie- 
neral  Maeoml),and  an  inconsiderable  liotly 
of  the  militia  and  volunteers,  of  New- 
York  and  Vermont,  under  Generals 
Moore  and  Strong.  'I’he  conduct  of  our 
troops,  on  that  occasion,  both  in  repulsing 
the  powerful  assaults  of  the  enemy,  and 
in  pursuing  and  harassing  him  in  his  re¬ 
treat,  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the 
commanding  otticers,  and  their  compa¬ 
nions  in  arms. 

The  achievements  of  Commodore  Mac- 
douoti^h,  and  his  intrepid  comrades,  is 
not  surpassed  in  tlie  record  of  naval  his- 
tnry.  It  sheds  glory  on  the  nation  at 
lai^e;  hut  its  immediate  benefif  are  more 
peenNariy  felt  by  the  states  of  New- York 
and  V  ermont.  Permit  me  to  recommend 
a  prompt  and  public  expression,  hy  the 
constituted  authorities  of  tliis  state,  of 
their  high  sense'  of  the  ilhistrioiis  ser¬ 
vices  of  these  brave  men,  who  have  so 
eminently  contributed  to  tlie  safety  and 
glory  of  the  nation;  and  the  presentation 
of  some  testinniuai  gratitude  worthy  of 
the  dignity  of  the  stale,  and  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  gallant  and  high  minded  heroics. 

I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  tlie  legislature,  tlie  propriety 
of  relieving  the  poorer  classes  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  from  bearing  that  unreasonable 
|iro|iortion  of  the  burthen  of  militia  dnty^ 
to  which  they  are  sabjected  by  the  ex¬ 
isting  laws.  I  must  be  (lermitted  to  re¬ 
new  my  solicitations  upon  that  subject. 
T^e  experiinr.e  of  this  campaign,  has 
funislieil  aiinndant  evidence  of  the  une¬ 
qual  operations  of  the  present  system, 
end  has  sliown  the  indispensibic  necessi¬ 
ty  of  suhsliiuting  iiroperly  as  the  criterion 
ol"  contribution  to  the  piddic  defence. 
We  may  tlien  establish  a  more  disposilde, 
better  discipliued,  aud  mure  economical 


and  efficient  force,  than  ran  pojrsi’ily  lie 
organised  from  militia  at  large,  hastily  as¬ 
sembled  at  a  moimuit  of  hurry  and  alarm. 
'Phe  population  an<l  resnurecs  of  this  state 
enatde  us  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
nation,  for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
ten  Ihoiisnnd  uniformed  troops,  and  to  re¬ 
serve  for  Ifx^al  defence,  ten  thimsand  mi- 
unle  men,  uniformed,  equippe*!  and  disci¬ 
plined,  to  lake  the  field  at  a  moment's 
warning,  as  a  substitute  h»r  ordinary  mili¬ 
tia.  li  is,  however,  due  to  the  militia  of 
this  stale,  to  acknowledge,  that  they  have 
re|)aired  to  their  country’s  stamlani,  when¬ 
ever  summoned,  with  promjdness  and  ala-' 
crity;  that  they  have  cheerfully  endured 
the  haniships  and  privations  of  the  camp, 
and  that  they  have  generally  coinliicfeil 
Ihemselves  in  action  with  the  coolness 
and  bravery  of  veteran  troops. 
Gknti.eMkx, 

It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  I 
witness  the  unanimity  and  oatriotic  spirit 
that  actuates  all  classes  of  the  community. 
The  acrimony  of  party  has  disappeared 
in  the  combined  exertion  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  national  honour  and  common 
safety.  The  present  time  will  form  a 
proud  era  in  the  history  of  this  state.  It 
will  develope  the  vastnessof  her  resource*, 
the  strength  of  her  po'iulatiou,  the  intelli¬ 
gence  and  liberality  of  her  legislative 
hollies,  and  the  valour  and  patriotism  of 
her  intrinsic  character,  to  set  an  example 
of  open  handed  munificence  that  will 
challenge  emulation;  to  impart  vigour  anil 
effect  to  the  national  arms,  and  thus  to 
secure  and  prrpduate  the  independence 
of  the  United  Stale. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
Allany.  Sc])t.  27//i,  1814. 


The  duke  of  M:irlboroii|b,  during  his  long 
career  of  military  rciiowii,  received  the  thaiiki 
of  parliament  hut  six  times,  while  the  diikc 
of  IVelliiigtou  has  already  been  awarded  that 
honour  twelve  times. 

The  king  of  Pnissia  has  created  .Marshal 
Dliicher  a  prince,  by  the  title  of  Prince  de 
Wag  tadt-^eneral  D’Y'ork,  Count  ile  IV  ar- 
tenburg — General  BiilowCiMint  de  Deniiewitz; 
and  Baron  IJardcnburg,  Priuee  de  Hardeu- 
burg. 

The  British  Parliament  have  passed  a  vote 
of  thanks,  to  Sir  Thomas  Picton,  l.ieiitcD- 
ant  Gcncrdl  Sir  William  .Stewart,  Lieutenant 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  Major  Gene-^ 
ral  Pringle,  lor  their  gallant  services  in  the* 
late  war.  * 


